
_ . fcr.TWnsttr Abdullah. Ensour said that according to 

scarce and unofficial infomiation. “there it no Kuwaiti 
totejakw todqwrt oar atoc&sin masses.” Jordan hopes “this is the 
reality because if it i* », it means that matters are starting to go in the 
rigbttiircctiaii ”1ie told reparteni. “If it is otherwise, then this would be a 
cfearytofetiop; of aft customs and values upheld by humanity." Dr. Ensoul 
dfaf not say where his rafbnnatioo came from. Kuwait said (his month it 
ht» Ujfogoff thousands of oon-Kuwaui ctvfl servants. The Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) said most would be Jordanians and 
PrioliniaB. Amman's economy has not yet ab s or bed 200.000 Jordanians 
Who retufned after lraq'$. Aug. 2 invasion of Kuwait. 
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Fresh fish arriving here by piane 
on a daily basis 

The best quality fish from the Mediterranean Sea 
can be bought at: 


FISH MARKET 


Swetiteh - opposite Al Sufaraa Bakeries, Tel: 829111 



Volmne 16 • Nmaber 4749 


AMMAN MONDAY. JULY 25, 1991, MUHARRAM 3, 2412 


Price: Jordan 100 fils; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyals; UAE 1.50 dirhams 
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Qatar’s qlaim _ 

• BAHRAIN (AP) — Bahrain- 
Sunday reyected a. territorial 
sovereignty daon by Qatar to two 

- tmy islandsandreefs in the Gulf. 

. ‘CTbc government <rf foe State of 

Bahrain, rejects- .'absolutely the 
' claims made by foe State of 
'Qatar/' sajd a ; brief Foreign 
r Ministry The claim by 

^Qatar, made foafonnaJ apptrea- 
^frm to foelnferaatwnal Court at 
. vi«^ive|d - r a border dis- 

pute going back to 1947 when 
’ "both Gulf sheikdoms were British 
-protectorates^ A British decision 
. at. the time pfoepd the. islands of 
Huwar, Fasht Al Dibal and the 
' Jaradah reels under Bahraini 
Sovereignty. . .The:, islands, be- 
tween Bahrain and Qatar penin- 
..a>b, are reportedly rich in gas 
and oil. The- International Court 

• announced Saturday that it had 
received an application by Qatar 
renewing previous dams to the 
islands. The ■ Bahrain Foreign 

. Ministry smd-il received a copy of 
the Qatar application from the 
International Court and “is re- 

- qptondmg in an appropriate man- 
ner.” 

Yemen ends 
contracts 

of Egyptian teachers 

CAIRO ..(AP) -7-. Yemen wffl 
replace 18,000 Egyptian teachers 
in its schools with .Yemenis who 
lost their jobs in Gulf countries 
.becaatse.af Yemen's support for 
Iraq, a Yemeni official said Sun- 
day. Alawi Ahmad Aiawi, m 
under-secretary at- Yemen's 
Mlhrstry of. Education, 
announced the ‘decision after a 
meeting at “the Egyptian Educa- 
_ . tion jMrn^oy. Tne instrodors 
affected by the decision teach 
primary, school students aged six 

- to. 15 r Mf^Afavri said: Egyptians 
teaching, to Yemeni secondary 
schools arj^l community 'colleges 
will not be affecredl During the 
Goff- war. Saudi Arabia ended 
woTkand trade privileges for two 
nriffion wooers from Temen. 
Many were replaced by Egyptians 
to reward Cairo's staunch anti- 
Iraq stance and contribution of 
38,500.'. troops to coalition that 
ousted frtiq front Kuwait. Some 
2,000 of foe returning^ Egyptian 
teachers are government em- 
ployees. " 

Chinese premier 
arrives in Kuwait 

KUWAIT ,{R) — Chinese Prime 
Minister Li Peng arrived in 
Kuwait from Syria Sunday after 
issuing a joint call with Damascus 
for a Middle East peace confer- 
ence under foe auspices of the 
United Nations: Mr. Li is on the 
lad leg. of a. tour which has 
already taken him .to Egypt, Jor- 
"6ah",; Iran, 'Syria and Saudi Ara- 
bia. A joint communique issued 
. in Damascus before Mr. Li left 
. for ' Kuwait said an . i nternational 
conference was the best way to 
achieve peace in the Middle East 
(see page 2). 

Algeria shows 
sighs ofcalm 

ALGIERS (R) — ■: The Algerian 
army moved at least 20 tanks out 
of .the capital , early Sunday and 
polled its forces off the main ■ 
streets of an eastern town, in an 
apparent sign of confidence that 
fundamentalist unrest has been 
airbed. Witnesses said foe tanks 
beaded away from the Defence 
Ministry area, -where they had 
been assembled within striking 
distance of flashpoints, and rum- 
bled towards the airport road 
where 7 a barracks is located. 
Algiers Radio said Sunday tanks 
asd troops bad also left junctions 
and s tr e et s in foe eastern town of 


Imowntroutye spots. - 

Quake rocks 
Pakistan, 

Afghanistan 

EBSHiKW A£ (AP) — . A severe 
earthquake shook Afghanistan 
amt Pakistan for nearly a minute 
Sm^^ r «usmg higb-rise bufldi- 
Jhigitp sway as faraway as New 
Delfa.Tbere were ho immediate 
reports of casualties^ and initial 
reports' sajtf daniage was minor. 
ScfainhtogKte in- this nortbwest- 
<xty. ap^fajfoe, Pakistani. 


Syria accepts Bush’s 
proposals for peace 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
Syria said Sunday it accepted 
proposals from U.S. President 
George Bush aimed at promoting 
Middle East peace. 

President Hafez Al Assad, in a 
letter to Mr. Bush quoted by the 
official Syrian News Agency, said 
his proposals were “positive and 
balanced,” and formed the basis 
for achieving a comprehensive 
peace settlement. 

Israel has rejected Mr. Bush's 
proposals.- 

Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouq AJ Sharaa handed foe 
letter Sunday to foe U.S. ambas- 
sador to Syria, Edward Djere- 
jian, the agency said. 


It said foe letter contained 
“Syria’s reply to Bush’s proposals 
for convening an international 
peace conference to reach a com- 
prehensive and just solution to 
the Arab-Israeli conflict on the 
basis of U.N. resolutions.” 

In the letter Mr. Assad praised 
the efforts of Mr. Bush and U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker 
"to cope with difficulties that 
block convening the conference.” 
It said Mr. Bush's proposals 
are “positive and balanced and 
constitute an acceptable base to 
reach a comprehensive solution 
and achieve a peace process in 
foe region because the proposals 
are on the basis of U.N. Security 


Council Resolutions 242 and 
338.” 

Mr. Assad expressed satisfac- 
tion that Mr. Bush had under- 
taken to make the United States 
and the Soviet Union a driving 
force behind the peace process 
and to assume responsibility for 
making the conference succeed. 

Mr. Assad said Mr. Bush gave 
special importance to a United 
Nations role in a planned peace 
conference and confirmed plans 
for European participation. 

The Syrian leader said in his 
letter that the two superpowers 
had pledged their best efforts to 
make the conference succeed in 
achieving the aims of “related” 


U.N. resolutions. 

Resolutions 242 and 338 call 
for Israel to trade occupied Arab 
land for peace, something the 
Jewish state refuses. Israel also 
rejects any U.N. role in a peace 
conference, which it wants to be a 
purely ceremonial affair. 

Mr. Bush had been waiting 
over a month for Mr. Assad's 
reply. Within the past fortnight 
foe United States, through Mr. 
Djerejian. had urged him to re- 
spond. 

Secretary of State Baker made 
four trips to the region after the 
Gulf war, seeking to promote 

(Continued on page 5) 


Masri team unfazed by Brotherhood 
decision to vote against government 

Move not surprising: we’ll win a majority, say cabinet sources 


By Nermeen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Muslim 
Brotherhood Movement 
announced Sunday that it was 
withholding support from 
■Prime Minister Taher Masri ’s 
cabinet in the upcoming par- 
liamentary vote, but cabinet 
sources “who were not sur- 
prised by the decision" ex- 
pressed confidence that Mr. 
.Masri will win a majority in 
the Lower House. 

- The Muslim Brotherhood 
parliamentary bloc’s decision 
to withhold its confidence 
from Mr. Masri's government 


was officially announced by 
its spokesman. Deputy 
Ahmad Qteish Al Azaideh. 

“After detailed study of 
foe current situation and its 
requirements on the local, 
Arab and international 
levels, the make-up of foe 
government and its govern- 
ment policy statement, it was 
unanimously derided to with- 
hold confidence from this 
government,” foe one para- 
graph statement said. 

It explained foe derision 
was taken at a meeting the 
Muslim Brotherhood de- 
pones held to discuss the 
issue. 


Government sources, in re- 
sponse to the movement’s de- 
cision, said they were “not 
surprised” by the move. 

“We represent liberal and 
progressive policies which are 
in direct contrast to those of 
the movement,” a senior 
cabinet source sai^f. “It is 
hardly surprising that, based 
on this, the movement has 
derided to oppose us," the 
source added. 

Abdul Karim Al Kabariti, 
minister of tourism, told the 
Jordan Times that he had 
little doubt the government 
will win foe necessary major- 
ity in the House and “go on 


to lead Jordan towards more 
democratic achievements and 
set a course of common sense 
and honesty.” 

“This government repre- 
sents the future,” Mr. Kabar- 
iti stressed. “We refuse to 
bow to any demand that 
would take us backwards. 
Abstruseness can only lead to 
social and political upheav- 
als, which we do not need in 
this country.” 

Government sources calcu- 
late that Mr. Masri and his 
team will secure between 44- 
48 votes, including absten- 

(Contmned on page 5) 


Baghdad urges Security Council, Arab League intervention 


Iraq gives U.N. fresh nuclear list; 
Bush and Mitterrand issue threats 

BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Fol- would have to list all: __ _ — 1* _ 

lowing a warning from the United — Research and development J OTQclIl S66S DO ICriSOli IOl 

Nations and threats of military facilities; , » — 

action by foe United States, Iraq — Manufacture and produc- WCSlCm BllBCK dgBlDSl IX BO 

(Wiw-iw) a fn>sh Hot of iK nndftar tion units: ® 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Fol- 
lowing a warning from the United 
Nations and threats of military 
action by foe United States, Iraq 
delivered a fresh list of its nod ear 
facilities to U.N. inspectors Sun- 
day. But U.S. President George 
Bush and French President Fran- 
cois Mitterrand issued fresh 
threats Sunday. 

Sources dose to the U.N. team 
said it was not dear whether the 
new list met the demands under 
foe U.N. ceasefire resolution 
which ended foe Gulf war. It 
required Iraq to disclose all its 
nuclear materials and equipment, 
and cooperate m the destruction 
of anything connected to a nuc- 
lear weapons programme. 

Dimitri Perricos, chief of the 
37-man team, said earlier that to 
satisfy U.N. demands, Iraq 


would have to list all: 

— Research and development 
facilities; 

— Manufacture and produc- 
tion units; 

— Details of stored or buried 
uranium which could be used to 
make nuclear weapons. 

The Iraqi Foreign Ministry told 
senior foreign diplomats in a 
meeting Sunday that Baghdad 
was ready for full cooperation 
with the U.N. special commis- 
sion. 

Mr. Bush and Mr. Mitterrand 
warned Iraq Sunday that renewed 
allied military action was likely if 
it persisted in trying to develop 
nuclear weapons or persecuted 
the Kurds. 

“I think it is very important to 
the security of the region and the 
whole world ... that (Iraq) not go 


AMMAN (R) — Jordan said 
Sunday ft saw no justification for 
renewed U.S. attacks on Iraq 
now that Baghdad had promised 
to cooperate with U.N. nuclear 
inspectors. 

“According to my knowledge. 
Iraq has said it is ready to offer all 
the needed information on its 
nuclear effort in line with U.N. 
Security Council resolutions,” 
Foreign Minister Abdullah En- 
sour told reporters. 

“Hence we do not see any 

forward with a nuclear program- 
me, Mr. Bush told a news confer- 
ence after he and Mr. Mitterrand 


Army ends siege in S. Lebanon 


p.^.r:(1909. GMT)" quake ; reg- 
scale. 


TYRE, Lebanon (R) — The 
threat of a new showdown be- 
tween the Lebanese army and 
Palestinian fighters eased Sun- 
day. 

Troops removed barbed wire 
barricades they bad thrown up 
around three Palestinian refugee 
camps in Sooth Lebanon and a 
government minister said Palesti- 
nians had surrendered almost all 
their heavy and medium '. 
weapons. 

The military put barricades 
around foe camps of Rashidiyeh, 
Al Buss, and Bourj Al Sheraati 
near Tyre Saturday aft$r the gov- 
ernment accused the Palestine 
liberation Organisation (PLO) 
of hiding arms it had agreed to 
hand over. 

Palestinian sources said foe 
threat of a showdown had faded 
after talks with foe government 
and declared that all weapons the 
army bad demanded be turned in 
by Sunday bad been handed over. 

Minister of State Abdullah Al 
Amin, who negotiated foe hand- 
over of arms including rocket 
launchers and mortars, told foe 
Communist Voice of foe People 


radio station “the collection of 
Palestinian weapons was nearly 
over.” 

He said 95 per cent of heavy 
and medium PLO aims in the 
Tyre region were outride foe 
camps in depots guarded by 
troops. 

Guerrillas are allowed to keep 
rifles and sideanns in foe camps. 

Hundreds of troops pushed 
into the area of Tyre, 75 
kilometres south of Beirut, 
Wednesday and surrounded the 
camps as part of the govern- 
ment's drive to extend its control 
throughout foe country after 16 
years of aril war. 

The troops moved to Tyre after 
blasting an estimated 6,000 PLO 
guerrillas from strongholds near 
Sidon to foe north and beating 
them bade into refugee camps in 
four days of battles. • 

The army, apparently believing 
foe PLO still had more weapons 
to surrender, left piles of sand 
Mocking roads to foe three camps 
and allowed residents to use only 
one entrance to each. ' 

Cars queued at checkpoints for 
hours as troops searched all vehi- 


cles and pedestrians entering 
Rashidiyeh, largest of the three 
camps. 

On the seafront west of Rashi- 
diyeh, soldiers used bulldozers to 
demolish PLO barricades and 
stopped Palestinian fanners going 
to work in nearby fields. 

r • 

Military sources said security 
was tight to stop guerrillas attack- 
ing Israeli troops in the Jewish 
state's “security zone,” eight 
kilometres south of Rashidiyeh, 
the southernmost camp in Leba- 
non. 

The Beirut government wants 
to stop the attacks to give Israel 
no excuse to stay in its self- 
proclaimed border buffer strip. 

President Elias Hrawi has 
asked the United States to press 
Israel to leave its 15-kilometre 
deep zone established in 1985 and 
the enclave of Jezzine, 20 
kilometres east of Sidon. 

But Israel says its troops will 
stay in Lebanon until foe with- 
drawal of all other foreign forces, 
including an estimated 40,000 Sy- 
rian soldiers in two thirds of foe 
country. 


justification for such harshness 
which has been unprecedented in 
history." 

“We hope that all maters will 
have been solved peacefully be- 
fore the headline expires,” Dr. 
Ensour said. 

Dr. Ensour also said U.N. eco- 
nomic sanctions on Iraq should 
be lifted immediately. “The eco- 
nomic embargo - that is harming 
foe Iraqi people is unjustified and 
rejected by us, “be said. 


concluded an hour of talks at 
(Continued on page 5) 


Talabani: 

Autonomy 

agreement 


His Majesty King Hnssein Sunday meets Palestine President Yasser Arafat (Petra photo) 

King, Arafat discuss coordination 
in peace efforts, situation in region 


By a Jordan Times Staff 
Reporter with agency dispatches 

AMMAN — His Majesty King 
Hussein and Palestine President 
Yasser Arafat Sunday discussed 
coordination in peace efforts and 
reviewed the latest situation in 
the region. 

The King and Mr. Arafat, who 
arrived here from Baghdad after 
a four-hour visit to the Iraqi 
capital Saturday, exchanged 
views on various Arab and inter- 
national issues and renewed the 
situation of the Palestinian peo- 
ple living in the occupied territor- 
ies and outside, the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, said. 

The meeting was attended by 
Prime Minister Taher Masri, 


Royal Court Chief Sherif Zeid 
Ben Shaker, rhe King's political 
advisor Adrian Abu Odeh, Fore- 
ign Minister Abdullah Ensour 
and a high-level PLO delegation 
including several members of the 
PLO Executive Committee. 

Earlier. Mr. Masri held a 
round of talks with Mr. Arafat on 
the situation of the Palestinian 
people under Israeli occupation 
and Israel’s arbitrary measures 
against them. 

Mr. Arafat, chairman of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO), and Prime Minister 
Masri discussed efforts for peace 
in the Middle East based on 
international legitimacy and im- 
plementation of foe relevant Un- 
ited Nations Security Council re- 


55 held in Israeii 
sweep through Nablus 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — The Israeli army 
lifted its curfew on the occupied 
West Bank's largest city Sunday 
after a major sweep in search of 
Palestinian activists. It said it 
arrested 55 people, and left leaf- 
lets warning others to surrender. 

Some 120,000 people in Nab- 
lus, who had been under curfew 
for 24 hours, found leaflets claim- 
ing that the army had proved its 
effectiveness and telling activists 
it was giving them “a chance to 
surrender to the authorities.” 

The day-long raid, the largest 
in Nablus in more than a year, 
was on the casbah, the warren of 
alleys and market stalls that is the 
urban heartland of the 43-month- 
old Palestinian uprising. 

Military officials, requesting 
anonymity, insisted the operation 
was a success. Saeed Kenaan, a 
Nablus businessman, said it had 
been tried before. He said it was 
a failure. 

“It was the largest operation 
since foe Israelis took Nablus in 
1967,'* said Mr. Kenaan. 

“I saw at least 100 military 
vehicles surrounding the city. 
They were very quiet and polite 
but they searched every drawer 
and every cupboard and took the 
IDs of everyone, even the 
women,” Mr. Kenaan said. 

The army said it had detained 
100 people for questioning and 55 
were still being held. 

The local military government 
collected taxes from 130 people 
during the operation, and 14 were 
detained for refusing to pay. 
sources said. 


Tax evasion has been a com- 
mon form of protest against the 
occupation. 

Troops damped a curfew on 
Tulkann refugee camp where 
Palestinians had thrown two fire- 
bombs at an army vehide and a 
partial curfew on Jenin where 
soldiers killed a Palestinian Satur- 
day. 

Mr. Kenaan said the army was 
“trying to intimidate foe youngs- 
ters so they will surrender them- 
selves or to tell the soldiers about 
the activists in the casbah.” 

The leaflets, in Arabic, claimed 
foe army had shown “that it can 
capture wanted people without 
hurting innocent residents.” 

It said Palestinian lives were 
“being threatened by the wanted 
people who are becoming a threat 
to you and are making your lives 
difficult.” 

In the occupied Gaza Strip, 
masked assailants stabbed and 
axed a 65-year-old Palestinian to 
death for allegedly collaborating 
with Israel, Arab reports said 
Sunday. 

An Arab prisoner was killed by 
his cellmate, also for alleged col- 
laboration, the report said. 

IMF warns Israel 

The International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) warned Israel Sun- 
day against borrowing to finance 
immigration until it was clear that 
arriving Soviet Jews would trigger 
strong economic growth. 

The advice from a visiting IMF 

(Continued on page 5) 


solutions, Petra added. 

The two leaders "nored Israel's 
intransigence and its refusal to 
accept peace,” and said that the 
Jewish state was obstructing all 
peace efforts, the agency said. 

In comments to reporters after 
the talks. Mr. Arafat paid tribute 
to Jordanian-Palestinian relations 
and said that Jordan and the PLO 
were in close coordination in 
political issues and developments 
within and outside the Arab 
World. 

It was the first meeting be- 
tween Mr. Arafat and Mr. Masri 
after the Masri government took 
office June 19. 

The PLO leader said the talks 
(Continued on page S) 


Jordan’s 
imports rose 
in 1990 

AMMAN (AP) — The United 
States supplied most of Jordan's 
imports in 1990 and Iraq received 
most of the Kingdom's exports, 
said a government report pub- 
lished Sunday. 

Iraq was “the number one im- 
porter of Jordanian products," 
said the Foreign Trade Statistical 
Bulletin, published annually. 

The Kingdom has denied 
breaking U.N. sanctions against 
Baghdad. 

The bulletin, published by foe 
Statistics Department, said that 
Iraq imported JD 273.1 million 
worth of Jordanian products last 
year. 

It did not specify whether the 
figure included the period follow- 
ing Aug. 2, when Iraq invaded 
Kuwait and an international eco- 
nomic embargo was imposed on 
Baghdad. 

Jordanian officials have esti- 
mated rhe volume of Iraqi- 
Jordanian trade at JD 335 million 
annually prior to the Gulf crisis. 

Jordan continues to import Ira- 
qi oil, but it is not paying any- 
thing to Iraq. The cost of the oil is 
being subtracted from Iraq's $310 
million debt to the Kingdom, 
accumulated during the 1980-88 
Iran -Iraq war. 

Jordan’s total imports in 1990 
reached an unprecedented JD 
1.726 billion, up from JD 1.230 
billion in 1989, the report said. 

It indicated a slight increase in 
Jordanian exports during the 

(Continued on page 5> 


Renewed shooting in Yugoslav! 


imminent tension mounts over ultimatum 
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NICOSIA (Agencies) — An 
agreement with the Iraqi govern- 
ment on Kurdish autonomy is 
imminent, a top Kurdish leader 
was quoted as saying Sunday. 

Jalal Talabani, interviewed by 
the Iraqi newspaper Al Thawra, 
described a meeting he had with 
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein 
in Baghdad Thursday as “posi- 
tive.” 

Kurdish leaders are repotted to 
be anxious to conclude an auton- 
omy agreement before foe depar- 
ture of allied forces who have 
been protecting Kurds in north- 
ern Iraq since a failed rebellion 
after foe Gulf war. 

“ An announcement on an 
autonomous rule agreement is 
imminent,” Mr. Talabani, leader 
of the Patriotic Union of Kurdis- 
tan (PUK), was quoted as saying. 


BELGRADE (Agencies) — 
Rival Serbs and Croats fought 
with machineguns, grenades 
and mortars Sunday, and ten- 
sion rose in Slovenia and 
Croatia after Yugoslavia’s 
leaders ordered the rebel re- 
publics’ paramilitary forces to 
disband. 

Several people were wound- 
ed in heavy fighting between 
local Serbs and Croat police in 
the Croatian village of 
Prnjavor and neighbouring 
communities, police said. 

“It’s a real battle in 
Prnjavor. It’s a war," said one 
officer m the area, about 400 
kilometres west of Belgrade. 

Heavy gunfire and bomb 
blasts were also heard in 
towns in eastern Croatia near 
the border with foe republic of 
Serbia but there were no im- 


mediate reports of casualties. 

As violence continued to 
wrack the ethnically torn re- 
public. the federal presidency, 
Croatia and Slovenia 
approved an accord allowing 
the European Community 
(EC) to monitor a ceasefire 
among them, a news report 
said Sunday. 

A group of 30 to 50 EC 
monitors was to stay in Yugos- 
lavia for a minimum of three 
months, according to the 
memorandum signed by rep- 
resentatives from the federal 
government, foe Netherlands, 
which currently chairs the EC, 
and Slovenia and Croatia, the 
Tanjug news agency said. 

A preparatory EC group 
was already in Yugoslavia, 
and foe rest of the group was 
to arrive but there was no 


word on when. 

The unarmed group was to 
monitor the terms of the 
accord reached on the island 
of Brioni last Monday, includ- 
ing foe return of army units to 
their barracks and Slovenia's 
pledge to suspend for three 
months the implementation of 
its independence declaration. 

The federal presidency dis- 
patched two of its members to 
Slovenia Sunday to discuss im- 
plementing the truce. 

The federal army sent tanks 
and troops against lightly 
armed Slovene militiamen last 
month after the republic de- 
clared independence June 25. 
At least 62 people were killed 
in Slovenia before a truce 
halted the fighting last week. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Iraqis worried but 
defiant over fresh 
U.S. military threat 


BAGHDAD (AP) — Dejection 
lined the faces of many Iraqis 
who learned Saturday of a sharp 
U.N. warning on nuclear-site in- 
spection backed up by U.S. milit- 
ary threats. But there was also 
angry defiance and fervid support 
for President Saddam Hussein. 

The risk for the allies was not 
only that such support could 
strengthen the leadership, but 
that it could deepen bitterness 
towards the United States and the 
West, diplomatic sources said. 

In Baghdad, the prevailing 
mood seemed to be deep worry 
that Iraq, already buckling under 
crippling economic sanctions, can 
not take much more violence and 
instability. 

“I was terribly depressed, real- 
ly very unhappy” to bear of the 
U.N. warning, said a well-known 
writer who spoke on condition of 
anonymity. “I think Iraq has had 
enough, the Arab World has had 
enough." 

But on busy Saddoun Street, a 
major shopping boulevard, ques- 
tions about the threatened milit- 
ary strike drew a large crowd who 
voiced spontaneous support for 
President Saddam. 

And there was much bitterness 
at U.S. President George Bush 
and the American “double stan- 
dard” of condemning Iraq for its 
nuclear programme while permit- 
ting Israel to have one. 

“Bush thinks he can destroy 
everything in Iraq. Why is he 
making such a threat again? 
Why?” asked Abdul Rahman, a 
university student. 

"Why is America ignoring 
Israel's 20 nuclear bombs? Why 
doesn't Bush clean up the whole 
region? Why only Iraq? It just 
means that America is dishon- 
est.” declared another man. Haji 
Mohammad, who said he lost two 
sons in Kuwait and was prepared 
to sacrifice his other five. 

His comments drew applause 
from about 20 bystanders. 

At a military checkpoint in the 
city, stone-faced soldiers smiled 
when asked if they were worried. 

“Let him come and hit. We are 
afraid only of God. not of Bush,” 
said one. 

U.S. ‘options' 

The United States is reviewing 
options to force Iraq to reveal 
and destroy its nuclear weapons 
capability. President Bush's 
national security adviser said 
Saturday. 

Brent Scow croft stopped short 
of saying specifically that military 
options were in the works to force 
Iraqi compliance with a United 
Nations ceasefire agreement re- 


quiring disclosure of nuclear fad- 
lilies. 

But he said: “We're looking at 
various things that might be 
necessary to bring about com- 
pliance.” He declined to elabo- 
rate. 

Asked if any military action 
could involve unilateral U.S. ac- 
tion. or would involve the U.S. 
allies from the Gulf war against 
Iraq, he said: “If there were 
anything involving the military, 
we would hope there would be 
coalition forces.” 

Mr. Scowcroft issued a warning 
to Iraq: “We would hope that 
(Iraq) would see the path of 
reason and back down, but we 
are looking at what might be 
necessary if (Iraq) doesn't... 1 
hope (it) doesn’t miscalculate.” 

Mr. Scowcroft made the com- 
ments during an interview on the 
Cable News Network's “News- 
maker Saturday” programme 
from Mr. Bush's vacation home 
in Maine, and in a question-and- 
answer session with reporters 
afterwards. 

“We think it is very important 
that (Iraq) comply with the terms 
of the U.N. resolution, particu- 
larly as they concern nuclear, and 
biological and chemical weapons 
and equipment.” Mr. Scowcroft 
said. 

He underscored previously 
stated U.S. scepticism about 
Iraq's intentions and credibility. 

Mr. Scowcroft's remarks came 
as a U.N. inspection team said 
Saturday that Iraq had promised 
to provide an expanded list of its 
nuclear facilities. 

Western diplomats said the five 
permanent members of the U.N. 
Security Council had firmly 
warned Iraq to disclose its nuc- 
lear capabilities by July 25 or face 
serious consequences. 

Mr. Scowcroft, saying he was 
not familiar with Iraq's Saturday 
promise, noted previous docu- 
ments in which Iraq understated 
its nuclear capability, then later 
“admitted (it) had not come 
clean. ...maybe (it is) coming a 
little cleaner.” 

But he added, “my expectation 
would be that (Iraq) will continue 
to drag his feet as much as (it) 
thinks (it) can get away with.” 

Under the U.N. ceasefire 
terms that ended the Gulf war. 
Iraa is required to disclose all its 
nuclear, chemical and biological 
weapons capabilities in prepara- 
tion for their destruction. 

The United States says Iraqi 
disclosures so far have fallen 
short and that Baghdad has been 
trying to develop a nuclear 
weapon. Iraq denies it has a 
nuclear weapon in the works. 


French envoy says Lebanon, 
France working on better ties 


BEIRUT (R) — A French envoy 
said Sunday Lebanon and France 
were working to improve rela- 
tions despite rebel General 
Michel Aoun's nine-month stay 
at the French embassy in Beirut. 

Asked how links could be nor- 
malised ^rth the problem of 
General Aoun yet to be solved. 
Patrick Leclerc. head of the 
North Africa and Middle East 
section at the Paris Foreign 
Ministry, said he saw no hindr- 
ance. 

“There is no problem normalis- 
ing French-Lebanese relations. 
They are part of history in their 
duration and their continuation.” 
he told reporters after talks with 
President Elias Hrawi. 

France gave Gen. Aoun poli- 
tical asylum at its embassy after 
he was driven from his East 
Beirut stronghold by Syrian and 
Lebanese troops in a land and air 
assault on Oct. 13 last year. 

The Syrian-backed Lebanese 
government says the Christian 
general will only be allowed to 
leave Lebanon when he hands 


over $32 million held in Euro- 
pean. banks. 

The government says he col- 
lected the money in illegal taxes. 
Gen. Aoun holds that the money 
was donated by his supporters 
and therefore is his. 

Gen. Aoun and his troops 
waged an abortive six-month war 
in 1989 to expel Syrian forces 
from Lebanon. 

Beirut is keen for good rela- 
tions with France because it 
needs foreign aid to rebuild after 
16 years of civil war and Western 
support to press for an Israeli 
withdrawal from Lebanon. 

Lebanese Foreign Minister 
Fans Bouez said Saturday the 
French government had made 
some suggestions on how to re- 
solve the Aoun issue but more 
time was needed for agreement. 

The conservative Al Diyar 
newspaper said in an unattributed 
report Sunday that negotiations 
on the issue have bogged down 
because Aoun refused conditions 
proposed by the French. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


■Congo, Israel resume diplomatic relations 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel announced Sunday that diplomatic 
relations had been resumed with the West African state of Congo 
after a 18-year break. The two governments “following the 
exchange of views on die international situation and in particular 
the political evolution in Africa” decided to reestablish relations 
‘‘for the purpose of reinforcing peace and international solidarity,” 
foreign ministry spokesman Yosef Amihud said. Israel and Congo 
also agreed “to intensify the cooperation and friendship between 
the two countries." Amihud added. Israel has extended agricultu- 
ral and health aid to African nations it has ties with but a 
government official said that Israel “has always refrained from 
extending military aid.” Congo and a host of other African nations 
broke relations with Israel after the 1973 war. Including Congo, 10 
states have restored ties with Israel since 1982. The others are 
Cameroun. the Central African Republic, Ethiopia. Ghana, Ivory 
Coast. Kenya, Liberia, Togo and Zaire. Malawi, Lesotho and 
Swaziland never severed ties with the Jewish state. The reestablish- 
ment process began after Israel returned the Sinai peninsula to 
Egypt as part of a 1979 treaty. Some African leaders viewed the 
restoration as a show of solidarity with a fellow African country. 
“There are indications that other countries are now interested in 
resuming ties with Israel,” said the government source who spoke 
on condition of anonymity. “We are half way back now,” he 
added. 

British wife hopeful husband will be freed soon 

LONDON (R) — The wife of Ian Richter, the British businessman 
jailed in Iraq, returned to London from Baghdad Saturday and said 
she was hopeful her husband would be released soon. Shirley 
Richter visited her husband in prison in Baghdad, where he is 
serving a life sentence for trying to bribe Iraqi officials. She said she 
had a “good meeting" with the undersecretary of state of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Baghdad. “I have had quite a 
number of meetings in Baghdad. There is progress and f*m 
hopeful. But J have nothing definitive.'' she said on arrival in 
London. Mr. Richter, a 45-year-old engineer, was jailed in 1986. A 
life sentence in Iraq is normally 25 years. 

Cooper wants to help release hostages 

LONDON (R) — British businessman Roger Cooper, released 
from jail in Iran three months ago. says he wants to help win the 
freedom of British hostages held in Lebanon. “Perhaps now is not 
the time for the British government but for a non-government 
person to get involved.” Britain's Sunday Express newspaper 
quoted Mr. Cooper as saying. “I am still not sure whether I would 
be able to get back into Tehran. They may just arrest me again,” he 
added. “I do not have a wife or children so l am an ideal person to 
go.” said Mr. Cooper. 55. The Express said Mr. Cooper had held 
secret talks with officials of the British Foreign Office. It said Mr. 
Cooper planned to invite the former Archbishop of Canterbury. 
Robert Runrie, to join him in his efforts. Church envoy Terry 
Waite is among three Britons held by groups believed loyal to Iran 
in Lebanon. Nine other Westerners are also held captive there. 


Algerians who fought for 
France march to demand rights 



U P eng 


Li restates 
support for 
international 
conference 
on Mideast 

DAMASCUS (AP) — Chinese 
Prime Minister Li Peng said 
Saturday that China supports Sy- 
rian proposals for an internation- 
al peace conference on the Mid- 
dle East under United Nations 
auspices. 

At a news conference, the visit- 
ing Chinese leader said his coun- 
try, a permanent member of the 
U.N. Security Council, “will play 
an enlarged role- in the peace 
process” in the Middle East. 

U.S. proposals for a peace con- 
ference have stalled on disagree- 
ment between Syria and Israel. 
Syria insists on a U.N. role in 
peace talks and has traditionally 
urged an international conference 
on the Middle East. 

“Israel wants only a regional 
conference and we are sorry for 
that.” Mr. Li said. 

Israel rejects any U.N. role and 
has called for a regional confer- 
ence that would include a formal 
opening and then break up into 
separate talks between Israel and 
each Arab state and the Palesti- 
nians. 

Syrian Information Minister 
Mohammad Salman said Satur- 
day that a Syrian reply to Presi- 
dent George Bush’s proposals for 
a peace conference will be sent to 
the U.S. leader soon. 

Answering a question on 
Chinese arms sales to Syria, Mr. 
Li said that his meeting with 
Syrian officials did not touch on' 
military issues. He noted Chinese 
arms deals were not “increasing 
the dements of provocation in 
the region." 

Mr. Li’s press conference came 
after six hours of talks Saturday 
with Syrian President Hafez Al 
Assad, the second meeting be- 
tween the two leaders during the 
Chinese official's visit. 

Presidential spokesman Jubran 
Kourieh said Mr. Assad and Mr. 
Li reviewed international de- 
velopments concerning a solution 
to the Middle East problem 
under U.N. resolutions. Mr. 
Assad also had met with Mr. Li 
on Friday. 

Earlier. Mr. Li conferred with 
Vice-President Abdul Halim 
Khaddam and Foreign Minister 
[ Farouq Sharaa. He was sche- 
■ duled to leave for Kuwait Sun- 
; day. Before arriving in Syria, he 
j visited Egypt. Jordan. Saudi Ara- 
i bia and Iran. 

At a press conference with 
Chinese journalists. Information 
Minister Salman said “Syria is 
supporting the removal of 
weapons of mass destruction 
from the Middle East region.” 
Mr. Salman added: “We hope 
that the world will play its role in 
turning the region into a zone ; 
free of weapons of mass destruc- 
tion. because Israel has exploited i 
the Gulf war to acquire sophisti- j 
cated weapons, a matter which . 
threatens the region.” 

Both Israel and Syria have ac- 
cused each other of acquiring 
more weapons during and after 
the Gulf war. 

Israel is believed to be the only 
nuclear power in the region. Syria 
and other Arab states are re- 
ported to have chemical and poss- 
ibly. biological weapons. 


PARIS (AP) — Thousands of 
people marched peacefully in 
Paris and other cities Saturday to 
demand that the government act 
quickly to integrate Algerians 
who fought for France during 
Algeria’s bloody war for inde- 
pendence. 

Bearing placards in blue, white 
and red — the colours of the 
French flag — the march by 2.000 
so-called "Harkis" and their 
families in the capital was accom- 
panied by smaller protests in Per- 
pignan. Nimes and elsewhere. 

“Our rights, not charity,” 
“thirty years of promises, that's 
enough,” read the banners car- 
ried by those trooping from the 
Place de la Bastille to the Place 
de la Republique in eastern Paris. 

The marchers also demanded 
the release from jail of three 
youths arrested last month during 
violent clashes with police in the 
southern city of Narbonne. 

The marches came a day after 
Premier Edith Cresson look her 
first official action to solve Harki 
grievances over poor housings 
high unemployment, and exclu- 
I sion from mainstream French 
society. 

The frustration boiled over last 
month when the children and 
grand-children of Harkis rioted in 
the suburban ghettoes and en- 
campments ’ where they live in 
■Marbonne and Jouques. 

The youths battled police with 
firebombs and stones, set cars 
alight, and barricaded streets 
with burning barricades. They 
stopped the riots after Ms. Cres- 
son met with Harki representa- 
tives and promised to address 
their concerns rapidly. 

On Friday, she published mea- 
sures to take effect immediately 
that promise to recognise the 
Harkis as a community, increase 
professional training, and im- 


prove their housing. 

But Harki leaders in Jouques, 
north of Aix-en-Provence, criti- 
cised the measures Saturday as 
insufficient and warned that frus- 
trated youths might return to the 
barricades. 

“There is no real proposition, 
only words on paper, hot air," 
said Olga Chaeid, a member of 
the delegation received by Ms. 
Cresson. “We’re demanding 
something concrete." 

Ms. Chaeid said the measures 
did nothing to address the main 
concern of the Harki youth — the 
creation of jobs to ease the 80 per 
cent unemployment for those be- 
tween 18 and 35. 

An estimated 200.000 Alge- 
rians fought for France against 
the revolutionaries who won in- 
dependence for the North Afri- 
can country in 1962. Many were 
killed or jailed as collaborators, 
but neatly 70,000 came to France 
and were promised help to 
assimilate. 

They and their families number 
200,000 today. Many still live in 
the temporary housing offered 
them in 1962. 

Many of the Harkis’ social and 
economic problems are shared by 
other North Africans in France — 
an estimated two million of them 
from Algeria. Morocco and Tuni- 
sia. 

But the Harkis — the Arabic 
word initially referred to a tribal 
group, but now refers to all Alge- 
rians who fought for France — 
consider themselves different. j 

They have virtually few close i 
ties with their country of origin i 
and feel France owes them a debt j 
for thejr wartime service. I 
Moreover, they were French 
citizens before arriving in France 
under a 1947 law that granted 
French citizenship to all Alge- 
rians. 


Multi-party 
constitution 
wins huge 
‘Yes’ in 
Mauritania 

NOUAKCHOTT (R) — 
Mauritanian voters have 
given a massive ‘Yes’ to the 
military government's new 
multi-party constitution but 
opposition groups accused it 
of manipulating the poll. 

Final results of Friday’s re- 
ferendum showed 97.94 per 
cent of voters approved the 
draft constitution m a straight 
“yes-or-no" ballot, on a 
national turnout of just over 
85 per cent. 

“Once more you have 
proved your support for the 
national administration, 
which assures you of its de- 
termination to complete the 
democratic process in which 
the country is engaged,” In- 
terior Minister Cheikh 
Stdahmad Ould Baba said 
after announcing the results 
on national radio Saturday. 

“This aim can only be 
achieved by dosing ranks and 
strongly resisting anything 
which could barm our unity 
and the gains we have 
made.” 

Independent analysts bad 
predicted a huge national 
“Yes” vote but a low turnout 
in Nouakchott, where Mauri- 
tania's underground opposi- 
tion urged voters to boycott 
the referendum. 

Government opponents 
say the new constitution gives 
the president excessive pow- 
ers and fails to represent 
Mauritania's black, non- 
Arabic speaking communities 
who form around a third of 
the two million population. 

Earlier near-final results 
put Nouakchott’s turnout at 
80 per cent, compared with 
only 25 per cent in municipal 
elections last December. 

“Frankly it’s curious" one 
opposition activist said. 
“Everyone knew (the con- 
stitution) would be passed 
with a huge majority because 
any protest is suppressed. 
But anyone could see there 
weren't that many people 
voting yesterday." 

No official opposition com- 
ment was available. Leaders 
of a fledgling anti- 
government movement were 
arrested and sent into inter- 
nal exile last month. 

Journalists observing the 
referendum saw little sign of 
a rush to the polls. Many 
black Mauritanians said they 
refused to vote and many 
people said bad organisation 
prevented them casting their 
ballot. 

Some opposition suppor- 
ters alleged local authorities 
threatened to withhold wel- 
fare food supplies unless they 
voted. Others complained 
that voting cards and voters' 
lists were in Arabic, a lan- 
guage few southern Maurita- 
nian blacks can read. 

Racial tension between the 
dominant Moors and black 
southerners exploded into 
violence two years ago in 
which hundreds of people 
were killed. Human rights 
groups accuse the govern- 
ment of torturing and killing 
hundreds of black citizens. 

The new constitution, 
drafted by President 
Maaouya Ou|d Sidahmad 
Taya’s ruling Military Com- 
mittee for National Salva- 
tion, replaces a document 
suspended after a coup in 
1978. 

Mauritania has been run 
on one-party lines virtually 
since independence from 
France in I960. 

Mr. Ould Taya, Maurita- 
nia’s military leader since 
1984, has promised multi- 
party elections before (he end 
of the year. 


Kurdish guerrillas kill / 
9 in southeast Turkey * 

ANKARA (Agencies) — Separ- year-old brother of Mr. Gok's'f: 
atist Kurdish guerrillas killed nine wife before escaping. ^ , 

people and wounded four other In London, magistrates^ 
people in the latest violence to hit allowed bail Saturday to 51 Kur- 
southeast Turkey. Anatolian dish men and women arrested ^ 
news agency said Sunday. during a demonstration at tbe ^ 

It said fighters of the left-wing Turkish embassy and warned * 
Kurdish Workers Party (PKK) them not to go near the building. ■ j. 
attacked a home in Harmandk Ail the Kurds were charged ^ 
village in Kahramanmaras pro- with criminally damaging Turkish ^ 
vince with guns and grenades, government property, at the- a 
killing four people from one fami- embassy in. London s exclusive r 
ly and two other women. Belgrade Square Friday^ A secur- <4 

Four other women in the house ity screen, paintings, carpets, ^ 
were wounded in the assault furniture and fittings were men- 
which occurred before midnight, tioned in the charge. , c 

it said. The accused were split between ■ . 

Another group of 15 to 20 PKK two courts, Horeeferiy Road and . J 
guerrillas attacked Caglayancerit Marylebone. They were ordered ^ 
town in the same province at to the courts again Thursday and r 
about the same time, killing a did not have to plead on their first . 
village guard and two teenaged appearance. ^ 

relatives- The demonstrators had said 

“(The PKK) are intensifying they wanted to attract attention 
their attacks on villages which to a clash Wednesday in . the 
they regard as pro-state and not southeastern T uriaslr “town of 
on their side," Kahramanmaras Diyarbakir in which three Kurds '^ 
Provincial Governor Mustafa De- were killed during the funeral of # 
mir told Anatolian. Kurdish politician Vedat Aydin. » a 

Village guards and security The embassy demonstrators" $ 
forces clashed with the attackers surrendered to armed British 
in Harmandk. but the rebels police in the street outside. after ,.j 
escaped in the dark. spending about SO minutes in the - 

The PKK attacks were the building, 
latest in a wave of violence in- Kurds picketed Marylebone r 
volving Turkey's estimated 10 Court, one carrying a placard 
million-strong Kurdish minority, reading: "Stop Turkish state ter- 
On Wednesday three people rorism against Kurdish people ” ? 
were killed during the funeral of a Turkish alrtines office hit /. 
murdered Kurdish politirian in . 

(he southeastern capital of Diyar- A petrol bomb was hurled at * 
bakir. A fourth man, 43-year-old the Brussels office of Turkish " 
ZulfikarYagan, died on Saturday airlines Saturday but caused no 
of injuries suffered during the injuries or damage, police said. . 
street clashes. A ’Turkish airlines employee ~l 

Eight PKK men and .a village said the bomb smashed against ' 
guard were killed in a gun battle the office window and burst into . . 
tbe same day in Sirvan. 200 flames in the street, 
kilometres to the east. A Turkish journalist said he ; 

The violence has sparked a had received an anonymous tele- 
series of protests by Kurds at phone call claiming the attack in 
Turkish diplomatic missions and the name, of Dev Sol (Revolution- - 
offices in Europe. ary Left), the extreme left-wing 

The victims in the Harmandk Turkish movement, 
attack were Ramazan Kavaz. 50. Police said it was too early to 
his wife Sultan, 50, their grand- tel! whether the claim was 
son Aii and six-month-old grand- genuine, 
daughter Gul. The other women Sherif Sayin, Brussels cones- 
who died were Fatma Daglar. 44, pondent of the daily .Hum'yet. 
and her 12-year-old daughter told Reuters the male caller said 
Ayfer. Anatolian said. the attack was a protest against 

Two of the wounded women the killingof Dev Sol members by i 
were from the Kavaz family and Turkish security forces in tstan- 
two from the Daglar family. bul Friday night. 

Describing the Caglayancerit Turkey said 10 Dev Sol mem- 
attack. Mr. Demir said: bers died, during the crackdown 

“A group of 15 to 20 terrorists on the group. Mr. Sayin said the 
attacked the house of the father- caHer claimed II people had been 
in-law of village guard Coban killed. 

Gok. who rushed to tbe house to Dev Sol claimed more than 20 
help, but was killed himself.” bomb attacks on Western targets 
He said the gunmen shot dead and the 'murder of two Americans - 
the 12-year-old sister and 14- in Turkey during the Gulf crisis. 


T ourists and endangered 
turtles coexist on Cyprus 


NICOSIA (R) — Boats, sunbeds 
and umbrellas are banned on one 
of the best beaches on the holiday 
island of Cyprus where thousands 
of green sea and loggerhead tur- 
tle eggs are hatching after weeks 
beneath the sands. 

Tourists are tolerated at Lara 
Bay in northwest Cyprus, next to 
the only turtle hatchery in the 
Mediterranean. Swimming is 
allowed but tbe paraphernalia of 
the smart seaside-set is not. 

"Tourists can coexist with the 
tunics provided their activities are 
strictly restricted to swimming,” 
Andreas Demetropolous, direc- 
tor of the Cyprus Fisheries De- 
partment which runs the hatch- 
ery, told Reuters. 

Commenting on reports that 
one of Germany’s largest tour 
.operators is to stop booking holi- 
daymakers into beach hotels on 
the Greek island of Zakynthos to 
protect turtle nesting sites, Mr. 
Demetropolous said hotels would 
never be built dose to Lara. 

“There must be no buildings at 
all anywhere near the beach,” he ' 
said. 

Local environmentalists fear 
the island’s powerful hotel indus- 
try will gradually encroach upon 
the remote Akamas peninsula 


from tbe tinsel- town resort of 
Paphos. 

Turtle hatchlings are already at 
risk from natural predators "as 
they scurry to the sea, drawn by £ 
the reflection of the moonlight. 
Lights near the beach can dis- 
orientate them causing them to 
die of dehydration .after they 
head inland instead. 

Fisheries department officials, 
who patrol the beaches day and 
night to ensure the measures are 
enforced, transfer many of the 
eggs to nests at the turtle hatch- 
ery, a stretch of beach which is a 
no-go area. 

“They have already started to 
hatch and we expect to release . 
about 6,000 hatchlings to the sea 
this summer,” Mr. Demetro- 
poulos said. 

The European-funded hatch- 
ery has been operating since 1978 - 
and Mr. Demctropoalos said he * 
expected the first generation of * 
turtles- released 12 years ago to 
return to the teach to breed 
within a few years. 

The environmentalists fear the 
government, which has pledged 
to make Aiamas a^oatioaal park, . 
may make concessions to de- 
velopers. 
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Kfng congratulates France 

AMMAN (Pena) — His Majesty King Hussein Sunday sent a 

- ;cabl&tcrBen& Francos Mitterrand congratulating him 

;^-theahiHyersOTy of the French Revolution. The King said the 
cJfrencb revolution was a landmark m human history and its 
5 «*en»al message of freedom . equality and fraternity would always 
’ -serve as a model to world civilisation. The King added: "The dose 

friendship between Jordan and France is a source of pride for us 
as long as our relations derive their strength from our commtt- 
= faeux to freedom . -democracy , and respect of human rights and 
v mienianonal legitimacy.” The King voiced hope for a continuing 
' intensification of efforts to achieve a just and durable peace in the 
-'Middle " East. 

QueeaJnaugurates exhibition 

-'AMMAN (Petra) — Her Majesty Queen Noor Sunday opened 
"the second -industrial and metal furniture exhibition, held at the 
Universal Expo Centre on the University of Jordan road. Taking 
. part in the week-long event are 20 local factories manufacturing 
. furniture , carpet, paints and other household items. The opening 
ceremony was also attended by Princess Wijdan Ali, ministry of 
industry and trade secretary general and senior ministry officials, 
in addition to members of Amman Chamber of Industry. 

Princes condole A! Majaii family 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Prince Mohammad, the 
; persona! representative of His Majesty King Hussein, and Their 
Royal Highnesses Prince Faisal Ibn A! Hussein and Ghazi Ibn 
Mohammad Sunday visited A! Majaii family in Yarour and 
offered their condolences over the death of Abdul Wahab Al 
Majaii who passed away Thursday. 

Jordan, Switzerland sign grant agreement 

AMMAN (Petra) . — The Jordanian and the Swiss governments 
Sunday signed a grant agreement, under which the Swiss 
government will grant Jordan S40 million to help it overcome the 
negative effects the Gulf crisis had on its economy. The 
agreement was signed for the Jordanian government by Planning 
Minister Ziad Fariz and for the Swiss government by its 
ambassador in Amman. 

Senate to discuss draft laws 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Upper House of Parliament’s Legal 
: Committee will meet Tuesday morning to discuss draft laws 
referred to it. These laws include the defence draft taw for the 
; year 1990, the illegal profiteering draft law for the year 1990, the 
1990 economic crimes draft law, the penal code draft law for 1990, 
the 1973 temporary law No. 49 for the national air carrier, the 
1974 temporary law No. 27 for the national air carrier, the 1984 
temporary law No. 24 for the national air carrier and temporary 
law No. 6 for the year 1976 for the Pension Fund. 

Ministry to update regulations 

AMMAN (Petra) — Information Minister Khaled Karaki has 
formed a committee entrusted with updating legislations and 
regulations at the ministry and its various departments and 
corporations. The committee, which is headed by the Information 
Ministry Secretary General Trad Al Fayez, includes the director 
.jjenendj pf,. the Jordanian News Agency, Ali Safadi, Director 
General -df the Jordan Television and Broadcasting Corporation 
Radi Al Khas. foe director of the Jordanian information office 
andtbc ministry's legal advisor. The formation of the committee 
was prompted by the developments which Jordan has witnessed 
1 and came in line with the principles and the spirit of the National 
.. Charter and the new publications and publishing law. 

Minister attends graduation 

' AMMAN (Petra) — Awqaf and Islamic Affaire Minister Rayef 
Nijem Sunday attended the graduation of girls who have 
; completed vocational training courses organised by the ministry's 
Islamic Cultural Centre. Mr. Nijem stressed the importance of 
training and rehabilitating women to contribute to the improve- 
ment pf living conditions of their families through increasing the 
household income. He said Islam bad encouraged work and 
' preferred working people to the unemployed. Director of the 
Women's Affairs Department at the ministry Azuceh Nairoukh 
. said that the girls' graduation coincided with the Hijra 
anniversary. The courses included typing in both Arabic and 
. English, flower arrangement, drawing on cloth, glass and pottery, 
sewing and textile -industry. 

Jordan, Syria review security cooperation 

AMMAN (Petra) — Public Security Department Director Major 
General Fade! Ali Fubeid Sunday received a delegation from the 
Syrian Ministry of Interior headed by Director of the Criminal 
Police Department Maj. Gen. Mohammad Khadonr. The Syrian 
delegation is currently on a six-day official visit to Jordan for talks 
with officials on increasing scopes of cooperation in the security 
field. In an arrival statement. Maj. Gen. Khadour said talks with 
.his Jordanian counterparts would focus on two major subjects: 
coordination in- the field of exchanging criminals and intensifying 
. efforts to combat drug trafficking from the producing countries to 
the consuming countries through Jordan and Syria. 

Zarqa to have nine new schools 

ZARQA (Petra) — The Ministry of Education is currently 
building nine schools in the Zarqa Govemorate, to be open by the 
beginning of the next scholastic year, according to ministry 
sources. Knee the ministry began its school expansion projects, 14 
.. schools have been bnilt in foe govemoraic and are operating, the 
“sources said. The cost of the schools under construction and those 

- currently operating is JD 10,745,000. the sources said. 

Al Shobakfbrt undergoes renovation 

MAAN (Petra) — A team from the General Department of 
Antiquities has started renovation and maintenance work at Al 
Shobak fortress. Shobak sub-district Governor Mahmoud Al 
Nn'eimat said the department had allocated a sum of JD 25,000 
:for the renovation and maintenance works. He said 20 Shobak 
citizens were employed to do the maintenance work. 
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Abolition of martial, law requires 
more judicial staff, judges —minister 


! AMMAN ( J.T.) — TTicr abolition 
of martial law in Jordan wit! 
result in the shifting of numerous 
cases that bad been referred to 
military courts in the past to the 
civilian courts, which means there 
wilt be an urgent need for a 
greater number of judicial staff 
and judges with a higher standard 
and efficiency. Minister of Justice 
Tayseer Kanaan said Sunday. 

“Accordingly, the Jordanian 
Judicial Institute will be expected 
to supply foe required number of 
qualified staff for this mission,’* 
the minister said in a statement to 
the Jordan News Agency, Petra. 

In his government policy state- 
ment to Parliament last Thurs- 
day. Prime Minister Taher Masri 
pledged that the judiciary will 
remain as one of the three inde- 
pendent pillars of democracy, 
acting along with the executive 
and legislative authorities. 

"The government stresses its 
absolute keenness on respecting 
the functions of the judiciary 
system and will promote its work 
now that the decision has been 
taken to repeal the martial law." 
Mr. Masri had told Parliament. 

The prime minister also said 
that the judiciary system would 
be developed with new expertise 
and specialisations, especially in 
delicate and technical issues, a 





Tayseer Kanaan 


process which requires further 
training and modernisation of the 
system. 

Mr. Kanaan told Petra that in 
response to the directives con- 
tained in His Majesty King Hus- 
sein's letter of appointment to the 
government and in harmony with 
the democratic trend, the govern- 
ment has now embarked on mea- 
sures to abolish martial law. 

"But having realised the em- 
ergence of a legislative gap once 
the abolition of martial law takes 
effect, the government has pre- 
sented several draft laws to the 


Lower House of Parliament to fill 
this void,” the minister said. 

He added that ali regulations 
under rhe martial law. in force in 
Jordan since 1967. will be cancel- 
led once Parliament has endorsed 
the new draft laws. 

Mr. Kanaan said that martial 
law exists only in theory because 
its regulations do not exist in 
practice following the cancella- 
tion of regulations included in 
foal law. 

“The government plans to sub- 
mit to Parliament a draft amend- 
ment to the State Security Court 
law. because the present law is 
obsolete and was never applied 
because of martial law and its 
regulations." the minister said. 

He said that the government 
planned to submit the draft 
amendment to Parliament during 
the present extraordinary session. 
Following the endorsement of the 
draft amendment, numerous 
cases that had earlier been refer- 
red to the State Security Court 
will be shifted to civilian courts, 
leaving the State Security Court 
to handle crimes considered de- 
trimental to the state's internal or 
external security. Its verdicts 
would be subject to appeal. 


Symposium tackles policy 
patterns of consumption 


UNESCO empioyees uncertain 
of future after offices move 


By Maha Addasi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Reports last 
Tuesday about moving the Un- 
ited Nations Educational, Sci- 
entific and Cultural Organisa- 
tion (UNESCO) offices, in 
Jordan for six years, back to 
Beirut came as a blow to 
Jordanian employees and 
other local staff members who 
feel that very soon they may be 
unemployed. 

Although some UNESCO 
activities will be monitored 
from Jordan as part of foe 
decentralisation policy 
adopted by the director gener- 
al of the United Nations head- 
quarters in Paris, and 
approved in 1976, with the 
purpose of decentralising its 
secretariat, foe major bulk of 
the work will be in Beirut, 
which makes it virtually im- 
possible for all Jordanian em- 
ployees to keep a job at UN- 
ESCO’s local office. Officials 
at UNESCO, however, say 
that jobs will be made possible 
for their employees. 

“We will give priority to out 
employees to work with us in 
Beirut,” Dr. Sal ah Yacoub, 
programme specialist for 
Education for Rural Develop- 
ment and longtime employee 
of UNESCO said. “If for some 
reason they cannot relocate to 
Beirut it is our responsibility to 
find jobs for them here In 
Jordan.” 

But employees still feel un- 
certain about the outcome. 
“We still don’t know whether 
we have a job in Beirut or not, 
and if we do not, there is 
nowhere in Jordan we could 
get the same salaries we get 
here,” one employees said. He 


gave the example of a secretary 
who gets over JD 300 while 
elsewhere she may. at best, get 
half that salary. 

Other employees said that 
foe move would be a great loss 
to Jordan in many ways. “Our 
employees go on an average of 
seven missions every year us- 
ing Royal Jordanian airline, 
which is also the airline that 
provides UNESCO with air 
■ freight services. When officials 
come to Jordan they stay at 
Jordan's hotels, where confer- 
ences are also held,” an em- 
ployee who requested not to be 
named said. 

“We also spend about JD 

200,000 on stationary each 
year that we buy from Jordan 
and send to other UNESCO 
offices abroad," said another 
employee. “Sometimes we 
even buy computers and care 
and send them to the offices 
abroad. The move will mean 
that Jordan, which is already 
suffering economically, will- 
lose yet another source of in- 
come. And what is to guaran- 
tee that other international 
organisations will not start to 
leave Jordan too,” the em- 
ployee said. 

Dr. Yacoub said foe move 
did not come as a total sur- 
prise. “It was always known 
that our move from Lebanon 
was on a temporary basis. 
When Lebanon was rendered 
unsafe the office was moved to 
Paris for six years and then to 
Jordan in order to be in the 
Arab region. Now it is safe to 
go back to our original place,” - 
be said. 

Another informed source 
said that the move did not 
mean that “we are being un- 
grateful to Jordan. We 


appreciate very much what the 
Jordanian government has 
done for us in order to facili- 
tate our stay. It gave us foe 
building, and it has done its 
utmost in providing anything 
and everything we needed dur- 
ing our stay. The reason we 
have to leave is that we have to 
abide by the legal agreement, 
between the Lebanese govern- 
ment and UNESCO, that 
states that foe regional office 
for foe Arab states is in Leba- 
non,” the source, who prefer- 
red anonymity, said. 

One employee said that foe 
main inconvenience for him 
was that his children would 
have to be moved out of then- 
schools in the middle of the 
scholastic year. 

The decision was that the 
move should take place so that 
the office in Beirut will be in 
fall operation by April 1992. 
That means the employees 
must start moving by the end 
of 1991. So far, it has been 
derided that only the em- 
ployees will move to Beirut 
leaving their spouses and de- 
pendents in Jordan until a Later 
date. 

“A mission will visit Leba- 
non in September 1991 to 
assess whether Lebanon is 
safe. Only then will UNESCO 
employee’s families be allowed 
to go and live in Beirut.” an 
official said. 

The decision to move back 
to Lebanon came after a meet- 
ing between the Lebanese 
minister of education and fine 
arts and UNESCO Director 
General Federico Mayor on 
July 6. During the meeting 
means of cooperation, be- 
tween the two parties, for the 
reconstruction of Lebanon 
were discussed. 


Human rights official 
deplores Israeli practices 


By Odeh Odeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A leading member 
of the Human Rights Watch 
Organisation (HRWO) has con- 
cluded a two-day visit here during 
which he conducted investiga- « 
tions into the plight of the Jorda- 
nian and Palestinian returnees 
from Kuwait and foe Gulf coun- 
tries and after a visit to the 
occupied Arab territories to study 
foe Palestinian conditions under 
Israeli occupation rule. 

In a statement to Al Ra'i and 
the Jordan Times, Eric Rosenthal 
said that he planned to submit a 
report to foe organisation’s head- 
quarters in New York outlining 
the situation of the Palestinians 
under Israeli rule and of those 
who returned from Kuwait in the 
wake of the Gulf war. 

Mr. Rosenthal described the 
situation in the Israeli-occupied 
territories in general and inside 
Israeli jails in particular as being 
appalling. “The treatment of 
Palestinian youths by Israeli 
troops is inhuman and brutal.” he 
said. 

“The HRWO had earlier dis- 
patched several reams to foe 
occupied territories and came out 
with reports deploring the Israeli 
inhuman practices there, but 
what l saw inside Israeli jails 
during this visit game me a cause 
of real concern,” Mr. Rosenthal 


said. 

“Apart from the inhuman 
treatment, foe detainees are 
crowded into liny cells, forbidden 
to meet their lawyers and given 
insufficient food for their suste- 
nance,” Mr. Rosenthal said. 

“My. mission during the visit to 
the occupied territories, which 
has just ended, was to identify 
not only the living conditions of 
the Palestinian detainees, but 
also Israel's way of investigating 
into the killing of Palestinian 
youth involved in the intifada.” 
he said. 

The Israeli authorities show no 
interest in witnesses, whenever a 
killing occurs, but are rather an- 
xious to hear from the soldiers 
involved in foe killing of the 
Palestinian youths and they take 
their decisions based on the sol- 
diers' testimony alone,” Mr. 
Rosenthal said. Furthermore, he 
said, soldiers firing at the Palesti- 
nians are not subjected to trial 
even though they sometimes fire 
without being given orders to do 
so. 

HRWO had conducted an in- 
vestigation into the firing against 


the Palestinians at Al Aqsa Mos- 
que in October of last year and 
issued a condemnation against 
foe Israeli authorities' behaviour 
in that particular case, Mr. 
Rosenthal added. 

“I really wish foe American 
administration officials and Presi- 
dent (George) Bush would read 
our reports about the situation in 
order to realise foe facts about 
the situation.” Mr. Rosenthal 
said. 

“The Palestinians are given un- 
fair trials and tfae conditions of 
Palestinian residents was rapidly 
deteriorated in the wake of the 
Gulf war which rendered many 
Palestinians withour proper 
means of sustenance as they lost 
their source of income,” he said. 

He added that his organisation 
had earlier issued several reports 
about Iraqi human rights, conde- 
mning foe U.S. air raids on Iraqi 
cities and civilian centres. 

“Our reports,” Mr. Rosenthal 
said, “are objective and present 
the real facts about situations 
everywhere and in line with foe 
rules and regulations of the Un- 
ited Nations Organisation.” 


AMMAN (Petra) — Participants 
in a one-day symposium on re- 
ducing consumption, organised 
by the General Union of Volun- 
tary Societies (GUVS). Sunday 
called for the formation of a 
higher national committee to 
undertake studies and research 
aimed at identifying patterns of 
consumption. 

The committee, which will 
group representatives from the 
private and public sectors, will 
guide GUVS on bow to best 
contribute to preparing program- 
mes designed to ration consump- 
tion' and to activate the role of the 
consumer protection society to 
serve as an authority and a guide 
to all issues on reducing con- 
sumption. 

They also recommended that 
an information bank on consump- 
tion and best selling commod- 
ities, as well as defining essential 
needs, be set up. 

At the conclusion of the sym- 
posium. participants also called 
for a national policy on pricing, 
importation, exportation and 
monitoring of food storage to 
avoid anempts by some people to 


hoard commodities in anticipa- 
tion of a price rise. 

They farther called for ensur- 
ing a distribution policy where 
water resources, energy and food 
will be distributed fairly. 

Participants discussed four 
working papers presented by Dr. 
Abdullah Al Khatib. president of 
GUVS. Dr. Majd Khairi from foe 
Consumer Protection Society, 
Dr. Mohammad Ibrah'im 
Obeidat. from the University of 
Jordan, and Mohammad Jabbour 
from the Consumer Protection 
Society. 

In his paper. Dr. Khatib said 
that foe rationalisation process is 
large tied at the individual who is 
the producer and the consumer of 
goods. He called for undertaking 
research on patterns of indi- 
vidual's consumption to organise 
his life and direct him to a ba- 
lanced consumption pattern. He 
stressed the role of foe Supply 
Ministry in drawing up the gener- 
al supply and consumption poli- 
cy, and providing the essential 
commodities which are needed to 
achieve strategic food security. 

In the second paper. Dr. Khairi 


spoke about exaggerated use of 
foodstuff, furniture, electric 
equipment and cars. He said that 
overconsumption has a negative 
impact on the development pro- 
cess. 

Dr. Obeidat, who presented 
the third working paper, discus- 
sed the means of protecting con- 
sumers and renewed the major 
dimensions of such a programme. 
He voiced concern over the waste 
of resources such as water, food 
and luxury goods. He also called 
on GUVS To sponsor a nation- 
wide economic dialogue between 
consumers and producers. 

The fourth paper, presented by 
Dr. Jabbour. calied for ensuring 
coordination between the quality 
control laboratories. 

Dr. Jabbour suggested that a 
committee assume "responsibility 
for controlling imports ar the 
land, air and sea outlets and 
called for the formation of a 
higher technical committee for 
industrial consultations. The 
committee will also be responsi- 
ble for reviewing and explaining 
lab test results." 


Jordan urges investigation 
of Israeli drug- pushing 
among Palestinians 


By Vesna Masharqa 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan has appealed 
to international organisations and 
human rights groups to investi- 
gate alleged Israeli inhuman 
practices specially drawing atten- 
tion to the spreading of drug and 
encouraging drug addiction 
among Palestinian youth in the 
occupied Arab territories. 

The appeal came from Dr. 
Waleed Sarhan. president of the 
Jordanian Psychiatric Rehabilita- 
tion Society ( JPRS), who said in a 
statement that since the outbreak 
of foe Palestinian intifada a grow- 
ing numbet of Palestinians have 
been taking up the habit of using- 
drug encouraged by the Israeli 
authorities who facilitate the dis- 
tribution of drugs among Palesti- 
nian youth. 

Drug addicts who came to me 
from the occupied territories for 
treatment told me that the Israeli 
prison authorities are in the prac- 
tice of injecting heroin into the 
veins of detainees for almost a 
whole week until they become 
drug addicts." Dr. Sarhan said. 

He said that some of foe de- 
tainees normally seek medical 
assistance in order to kick off the 
addiction, but some become drug 
addicts “thus dropping out of foe 
intifada and giving up their 
national struggle.” 

Dr. Sarhan said that he had 


treated more than ten people so 
far. but he cannot reach hundreds 
of others living in the occupied 
territories who cannot make foe 
trip to Jordan. 

Dr. Sarhan said he had been 
told about these facts from the 
drug addicts he treated in his 
clinic. 

Dr. Sarhan. who works at :h«.- 
drug addicts treatment centre in 
Fuheis Hospital, said that among 
his patients were a number of 
drug addicts who used to sell 
12.5 grammes i of Israeli-supplied 
heroin every day for five years. 
“One of these drug addicts, pro- 
viding the information, told me 
that he supplied heroin to at least 

5,000 people over foe past five 
years," Dr. Sarhan said. 

In order to encourage this 
dangerous habit among the 
Palestinians, Dr. Sarhan added, 
whenever a drug addict or drug 
pusher is apprehended he is only 
remanded in custody for one or 
two nights and released so as to 
resume his practice of distributing 
drugs to other Palestinians. 

TTie Jordanian Psychiatric Re- 
habilitation Society has repeated- 
ly asked Amnesty International 
to investigate these practices, but 
the London-based human rights 
organisation report that its teams 
were always denied permission to 
investigate into this case. 

“We are now asking the Drug 
Prevention Society in Arab Jeru- 
salem to investigate^ the drug 


problem and to inform the Jorda- 
nian society about its findings." 
Dr. Sarhan said. 

*‘But indeed we have little 
hope of getting correct figures 
and facts about the drug situation 
because Israeli authorities are im- 
posing restrictions on all doctors 
involved in this investigation.” 
Dr. Sarhan added. 

According to Palestinian 
sources, most of the Palestinian 
detainees in Israeli jails are aged 
between 14 and 20 and most apt 
to fall victim to the temptation of 
using drugs. 

“We must be very careful in 
revealing this problem, other- 
wise, it may cause panic in the 
occupied territories. Personally. I 
v believe that we should act on two 
levels: through the official health 
and humanitarian organisations 
and through the mass media. The 
official way will lend a higher 
credibility to denouncing the con- 
tinued Israeli crimes against the 
Palestinians and to secure inter- 
national. legislative protection 
for the Palestinians. The mass 
media work is to be aimed at 
educating people about drug 
'addiction and its deteriorating 
social and medical effects, and to 
give clues on how to deal with the 
problem, once it is acknow- 
ledged. Personal awareness is a 
very important factor in strug- 
gling against the Israeli unscrupu- 
lous measures." he concluded. 


One man’s quest for peao 



By Elia Nasrallah 

Joran Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A Jordanian 
traveller who is touring foe world 
on foot is back in Amman for a 
month-long rest before embark- 
ing on foe last phase of his voyage 
m the next month during which 
he wants to advocate the cause of 
peace. 

Carrying flags of Jordan and 
the host country he is visiting at 
foe time, along with an .olive 
branch symbol of peace. Walid 
Amayreh had set out on the first 
part of his trip in October 1987, 
visiting Arab, Western European 
and African countries and stop- 
ping to talk to people about peace 
and justice. 

At foe end of the first phase of 
the trip, during which he covered 

27,000 kilometres in 55 countries, 
Mr. Amayreh was received by 
His Majesty King Hussein who 
encouraged him in his endeavour 
and supplied him with a note 
recommending that people offer 
him help whenever possible. 

The traveller has encountered 
numerous problems in obtaining 
visas at border areas in many 
Arab and foreign countries. He 
has also suffered after eating 
African food, but said that his 
knowledge of English, French, 
Spanish, Romanian and Arabic 
has helped him complete the first 
part of the trip safely. 

According to Mr. Amayreh, 
the second part of his round the 
world walk began in July 1989 
and ended on July 3, 1991, with 
his return to Jordan. 

In foe second part of foe 
voyage, he visited Eastern 
Europe, Latin America and the 
northern American countries, 
covering 10,000 kilometres in 63 
countries. 

“While in Romania I met my 
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The Jordanian traveller meets in Athens with former Greek Prime 
Minister Andreas Papandreou (file photo) 


Romanian wife and we got mar- 
ried there. My wife accompanied 
me to four countries before re- 
turning with me to Jordan.” 
Amayreh said. 

"The second phase of my 
voyage was beset with difficulties 
and hardship not only connected 
with the visas at the border areas, 
but also because many border 
authorities demanded that I pro- 
vide evidence that I possess suffi- 
cient cash for may stay.” he said. 
“In some Arab and foreign coun- 
tries, I was imprisoned for may 
ideas and views about war and 
peace and in the U.S. I was 
detained with many other anti- 
war protesters during foe Gulf 
war." 

“In view of foe situation, I had 
to change my slogan of ‘Walking 
Trip for Peace’ to “Stop More 
Wars,” he said. 

In the United States, the news 
of anti-war protests were almost 
totally ignored by the official 
information services and most of 
the press because the American 
administration wanted to conceal 
the facts, Mr. Amayreh said. 

In addition, I was robbed in foe 
U.S., Spain, Germany, France 
and Poland, losing belongings 
and cash, be said. The police 
were unable to help him recover 
any of his possessions, be said. 
* During the trip in the Western 


countries, he felt that public opin- 
ion was mobilised by govern- 
ments against the Arabs especial- 
ly during the Gulf crisis, and the 
people hated 1 anything that 
looked or sounded Arabic, he 
said. 

Mr. Amayreh said he was 
spending nights in a sleeping tri-g 
and carried with him suffice 
tinned food and medicine, 
also received some help i „ 
number of countries, mos 
Arab. 

Mr. Amayreh said he planned 
to finish foe walk m Sydney, 
Australia, in December of 1993. 

“In foe coming trip I plan to 
visit 40-countries in Asia, the Far 
East and Australia. I will not take 
ray wife along with me because 
foe trip is tiring,” he said. 

Asked what he hoped to 
achieve from the trip, Mr. 
Amayreh said he wanted to con- 
tribute to the cause of world 
peace. 

But. he added: “I am indeed 
disappointed by foe hypocritical 
attitude of the people in the rich 
nations and their hostile attitude 
towards foe Third World.” 

In addition, Mr. Amayreh said 
he hoped to be included in foe 
Guiness Book of Records as the 
around the world traveller who 
visited all 168 countries of foe 
United Nations. 


Kirs’-? 1 . 
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ngerous game at 


NOT SURPRISINGLY perhaps, the Muslim Brotherhood 
movement has decided to deny the government its support in 
the upcoming vote of confidence in the Lower House of 
Parliament 

The Brotherhood's short statement Sunday died ‘the 
present stage and its requirements on the internal, Arab and 
international levels, the make-up of the government and its 
policy statement’' as reasons for its decision. Earlier in the 
week it was predicted that the movement might decide to 
“Boat" it votes and leave it to individual members in the 
House to determine which way they wanted their votes to go. 
Now that a formal decision has been taken, however, the 
onus of deciding the fate of the government rests with other 
blocs and mainly on undecided independents. The govern- 
ment is certain to win the vote of the National and the 
Democratic blocs. But it still needs the backing of the 
independent Islamists, the Constitution Bloc and the Liber- 
als who are still not completely decided over the issue, just 
as much as it needs the independents, especially those 
described as mustauzereen or ministerial hopefuls who 
remain in the process of weighing their options. 

The Brotherhood's resolution at this stage creates a 
battleground for the movement and the government to cross 
swords and see what happens. Any side that is able to 
muster 41 votes will win. The government is confident that it 
will emerge victorious, if only because its defeat does not 
leave the country with many credible options. Either 
Parliament will be dissolved in that case or an older hand 
will be asked to form a new government — both being bitter 
pills to swallow by our honourable deputies. 

If such a scenario materialises, anti-democratic forces, 
especially those political figures who feel they were replaced 
Forever by a new generation of prime ministers and 
ministers, will be jubilant. So will the mustauzereen in 
Parliament and ontside of it. 

It is our sincere belief that Jordan should not face such a 
setback as the failure to vote in a dean and progressive 
government. While we understand why the Brotherhood is 
withholding support from Mr. Masri and his colleagues, we 
cannot understand why a handful of mainly independent 
self-described liberal deputies should subject the country to 
a potentially dangerous political crisis at this critical stage 
and for no good reason at all. Mr. Masri and his team have 
not been tried yet bat they certainly deserve a chance to be 
heard and to be tested. 

Until our cherished democratisation process matures and 
prospers, Jordanians cannot afford to quarrel over petty 
ambitions while the country suffers from difficult problems 
and great challenges. The government of the day, especially 
that is honest and progressive as Mr. Masri's, deserves aB 
the support that progressive and forward-looking forces can 
extend to iL 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THERE is no doubt that the United States has found in the Iraqi 
nuclear facilities an excuse for a fresh aggression on the Iraqi 
people at a time when Baghdad has opened all its facilities for 
U.N. inspection teams, giving all the needed information about its 
nuclear programmes, said A1 Ra’i Arabic daily Sunday. The 
paper said that the mandate given to the Americans during the 
Gulf war does not exist any more and Washington has no 
legitimate right to launch an aggression against any U.N. member 
country under the U.N. umbrella. The new aggression, being 
plotted by the United States and its Israeli ally against Iraq is a 
capital crime and a sin committed not only by the U.S. -Israeli 
alliance but rather by all the U.N. Security Council members 
colluding with this alliance, the paper noted, it said that while the 
United states and other U.N. members find an excuse in the 
presence of an Iraqi nuclear programme to launch a fresh 
aggression. Israel is allowed to build up an arsenal of mass 
destruction weapons helped by the United States and other 
Western nations. The U.S. threats directed against Iraq, the 
paper said, were coupled by preparations by the Israeli military 
establishment for a new strike against the Iraqi people in a bid to 
humiliate the Arabs and subjugate them to the U.S.-Israeli 
domination. The paper said that while Israel is allowed to defy the 
world organisation and the international legitimacy by holding on 
to occupied Arab lands, the Iraqi people are being subjected to a 
new crime and a new conspiracy. The paper said that it is time for 
the Arabs to wake up and realise the facts about their situation 
and it is time to put an end to brutal practices by the Western 
countries to subjugate the Arab Nation. 


A columnist in A! Ra'i Arabic daily referred Sunday to touts of 
hospitals and health centres around the Kingdom by Health 
Minister Mamdouh Al Abbadi and said that they were needed 
before the minister can embark on practical measures to improve 
the health services in the country. Nazih said that the new health 
minister realises too well the weaknesses in the health system and 
that is why he starred his tours in the south where life is so hard 
and the people suffer from malnutrition and exposed ro all kinds 
of diseases. The writer said that the Health Ministry shoulders a 
serious responsibility cowards providing preventive treatment to 
the people of the south before all other districts and the minister 
realises the importance of implementing the long-awaited com- 
prehensive health insurance scheme for all citizens of Jordan, as 
part of upgrading services to the public. He noted that as the 
country suffers from a shortage of doctors to serve in various 
regions, especially in remote areas of Jordan, the Kingdom suffers 
from unemployment among large numbers of doctors. The writer 
also reminded his readers of earlier promises given by former 
health ministers about improving the health situation in Jordan 
only to be soon forgotten later. He said as the citizens of this 
country hear fresh promises from the new health minister, they 
wonder if rhese will have the same fate as others before him. 


East, West can positively fuse despite prejudices 


The following article is reprinted 
from Label France, the magazine 
of the French Ministry of Exter- 
nal Affairs. Mr. Meddeb is a 
Paris-based Tunisian writer. 


By Abdelwahab Meddeb 


1 FOUND myself at odds with 
France's official position; from a 
political standpoint. I couldn't 
agree with it. I continue to think 
there could have been a more 
independent and less bellicose 
way to deal with Saddam Hus- 
sein. France was perfectly within 
its rights to take up cause against 
him; but in going as far as it did, 
in lining up behind the Amer- 
icans. 

Politically, I stand among those 
in France who were against the 
war and believed it could have 
been avoided. That attitude 
shouldn't cause any shock. We 
live in a democracy, after all. and 
nobody is obliged to agree with 
the government of this country, 
nor identify himself with the 
majority view of the political class 
or intellectuals. 

The democratic experience, 
despite the odd claim to the 
contrary. leaves room for opin- 
ions like mine. One can move 
politically against the grain even 
if, in standing apart, one risks 
being considered an “oddball." 
True, during the Gulf crisis no- 
body denied your right to protest 
if you happened to be North 
African or a Frenchman bearing 
an Arab name. But I know that 
native-bom Frenchmen who took 
a position similar to mine during 
the conflict ran the risk of being 
thought “oddballs." 

In many ways, the crisis was 
highly revealing. Enough has 
been said and written since Aug. 

2 — and especially so during the 
40 days of military conflict to 
provide ample food for thought 
and analysis. The events shed 
light on the state of peoples* 
minds and on their society. In 
that way it was a revelation in the 
mystical sense of the word, an 
unveiling. 

My first conclusion concerns 
the staggering power of the media 
and the skill with which it orches- 
trated. manipulated and dictated 
the way people saw events. On 


the. political and sociological 
level, the democratic experience 
functioned insofar as it allowed 
North Africans and French 
citizens of North Africa or Arab 
origin to voice their disapproval 
whenever it was possible, in word 
and in writing. The existence of 
so many “free" radio stations and 
associations proved beneficial in 
promoting free speech. People 
who were barred from expressing 
themselves in the mainstream 
media — or weren’t invited to do 
so — had a place to air their 
views. 

In general, however, a constant 
effort was made to thrust the 
“correct" interpretation of events 
upon the public, an effort that 
involved manipulation, hypocrisy 
and lies. I won't establish an 
inventory of those lies which 
some people are only too anxious 
now to forget. But. for the sake 
of democracy, we will have to 
re-examine those falsifications 
one day: they can't simply be 
locked away in a closet. 

To be fair, events in the Gulf 
unfolded very quickly, with one 
development chasing another 
from the television screen. Speed 
and its corollary — forgetfulness 
— is a hallmark of the times. The 
mind can't keep up with the pace. 
But there is cause on occasion to 
be stubborn and anachronistic, to 
refuse to turn the page. In the 
case of the Gulf we must continue 
to reflect on what the crisis re- 
vealed. That examination shows 
there was a flaw in the democratic 
principle. The all-powerful media 
functioned like a one-party sys- 
tem. pulling out all the stops to 
justify a preventive war whose 
importance went far beyond Iraq; 
an Iraq that, in the event, suf- 
fered a rain of destruction with- 
out having the means to fight 
back. It must be recalled that Iraq 
is a small, mainly rural country of 
17 million inhabitants that only 
recently emerged from the pre- 
industrial era, with a GNP eight 
times less than France's. In truth, 
what we saw was a non-war that 
led to the methodical and fanatic- 
al destruction of a bold and un- 
bowed country. May that serve as 
a lesson to anyone daring to 
threaten the vital interests of the 
West. 


Now to the reaction of North 
Africa. For some time already the 
North Africans who can receive 
European television, notably 
French television, have detected 
a decline in European values. 
And the Gulf crisis, with its over- 
powering impact only served to 
confirm that decline. Many North 
Africans realised that the media 
manipulations and one-sided 
arguments to which they them- 
selves are accustomed are not 
exclusive to their less advanced 
society. It became clear to them 
that even in democratic societies 
there are methods of communica- 
tion that produce a similar result. 
To cite a specific example, televi- 
sion viewers in Tunisia can com- 
pare ways of handling news in 


thing similar happened to high- 
profile figures in France like 
Gisele HaJimi. 

As for lies, there were a great 
many of them, and I will cite only 
the most flagrant. It concerns a 
so-called Captain Karim identi- 
fied in the studio of the TFI 
channel as the bodyguard who 
had searched a reporter for 
weapons before the latter went in 
to interview Saddam Hussein. 
But the captain in question- 
turned out to be an underling 
who had. never been anywhere 
near the Iraqi president; now 
living in France, he was seeking 
to sort out a problem concerning 
his residence status. He invented 
his story to exploit the “right- 
minded’' public's wish to hear the 


“When one has both cultures there is every need 
to safeguard what is positive between them against 
neglect, indifference and foot-dragging on one 
side or the other. Europe needs a spiritual 
dimension, Islam must reconsider its political 
foundations and start out on the long path to the 
separation of spiritual and secular power. In 
response to the dismal present, we must work to 
recover the virtues of the past. 


Europe because they receive 
French. Italian and Spanish prog- 
rammes. They noted that during 
the Gulf crisis the Italian media 
focussed strongly on the Pope’s 
almost daily condemnation of 
armed intervention and appeals 
for peace. The French media, for 
its part, threw a blackout on his 
campaign. When the Pope served 
the interests of those who man- 
ipulate news by struggling against 
communism to bring freedom to 
Poland French television could 
not get enough of him. But when 
the same Pope, driven by the 
same doctrine and the same senti- 
ments, voiced a message running 
counter to the "correct view” he 
was simply pushed aside. Some- 


worst about Saddam Hussein. 
The tales he told on television 
may have indeed been true but he 
was neither a witness to them nor 
a protagonist, as he claimed. He 
was simply passing on rumours 
that had done the rounds in 
Baghdad. The newspaper Libera- 
tion eventually exposed the hoax. 
But the truth is bound to have 
had less of an impact on public 
opinion than the effective lie. 


Suspicion can also be cast on 
the way pictures of prisoners of 
war were treated. When the pris- 
oners appeared on television 
showing signs of injury it was 
automatically assumed they had 
been beaten by their captors. 


How to curb arms sales to the Mideast 


By Andrew J. Pierre 


WASHINGTON — The Bush 
administration's ambivalence to- 
wards its own policy of restraint 
in arms sales to the Middle East 
may torpedo this urgently needed 
effort. 

Washington can best recover 
credibility by proposing an im- 
mediate one-year moratorium on 
all such sales by the five principal 
arms-supplying couuntries. 

This should be the first step 
taken when these countries, the 
five permanent members of the 
United Nations Security Council, 
meet in Paris this month to estab- 
lish guidelines for curtailing Mid- 
dle East arms sales. 

These countries have 
accounted for 85 per cent of all 
Middle East arms sales in the past 
decade, and a still larger share of 
such big ticket items as advanced 
jet fighters, heavy tanks and mis- 
siles. 

No sooner did President 
George Bush proclaim his laud- 
able aim of creatine a "general 
code of responsible arms trans- 
fers” than Defence Secretary 
Dick Cheney annouunced a new 
wave of sales to the United 
Arab Emirates. Bahrain and 
Israel. More such waves are ex- 
pected. 


Such sales arc justified as serv- 
ing allies' needs for self-defence, 
but. coming right after the Gulf 
war. they teem inconsistent with 
the announced policy of restraint. 
It is hypocrisy, critics say. 

There h no immediate need for 
new arms. Egyptian and Saudi 
weapons were not significantly 
consumed in the war; none of 
Israel's were. 

The defence of the smaller 
Gulf states depends not on a 
quick infusion of weapons but on 
a comprehensive security policy 
the United States should develop 
for the area. 

There should be fewer worries 
about security there today than in 
years, for the United States has 
demonstrated its ability and wil- 
lingness to support its friends 
through direct intervention. The 
real danger is that new sales will 
undermine the first attempt in 36 
years to create international con- 
straints on she flow of arms to this 
volatile region. 

Concerned that an arms race 
was developing in the Palestine 
area after the 1947 war. Britain. 
France and the United States 
signed a declaration in 1950. 
Under Hs terms, a Near East 
Arms Coordinating Committee 
successfully controlled the flow 


of arms until 1955. when the 
Soviet Union and Czechoslovakia 
transferred arms to Egypt after 
Nasser’s takeover. 

The lesson was that all the 
major arms suppliers had to be on 
board. 

Today, for the first time, all the 
major suppliers have agreed to 
discuss regulating the arms flow. 

For the administration's policy 
to be meaningful there should be 
prior notification ot certain sales, 
and specific qualitative and quan- 
titative restrictions agreed upon, 
in what should he a continuing 
process. 

In addition, the five main sup- 
pliers should take a number of 
steps. 

Second-tier suppliers should 
become part of the process. They 
include Brazil. Argentina. Ger- 
many. Italy. South Africa and 
North Korea. 

Even if some will not cooperate 
now. the others should he 
brought in. 

Discussions should begin with 
the arms-receiving nations, for a 
suppliers' ‘■cartel" cannot be im- 
posed. practically or politically. 

Israel and Egypt have already 
indicated their interest in explor- 
ing possible limitations on con- 


Arms-conlrol discussions need 
to be linked to peace diplomacy. 

An arms-conirol framework 
should include confidence-build- 
ing measures such as notification 
of military manoeuver*. military 
observers, hot lines between 
capitals and provisions for greater 
visibility of sales. 

And the economic consequences 
of reduced arms production must 
be addressed. 

The United States should prop- 
ose a market-sharing arrange- 
ment with the Europeans under 
which a country's specialisation in 
a given technology or sales lead in 
a particular country is encour- 
aged. This way. the pain of reduc- 
tion could be equitably shared 
and a country's defense industry 
need not to be threatened. 

The Soviet Union should be 
helped in converting its arms in- 
dustry' to consumer goods, which 
it must do in any case. But to 
improve chances for such difficult 
steps, a five-country moratorium 
should be put in place First. 


The writer, .senior assotriate of 
(he Carnegie Endowment for In- 
ternational Peace, is author of 
“ The Global Politics of Arms 
Sale s." The article is reprinted 
M vtn-Thc New York Times. 


But, as the prisoners themselves 
later said, their injuries were due 
to debris over targets or occurred 
when they ejected from aircraft. 
Without a moment’s hesitation, 
however, the president of the 
French Red Cross denounced 
Iraq for breaching the Geneva 
convention; the same official re- 
mained silent when pictures were 
shown of Iraqi prisoners in humi- 
liating circumstances. 

There is also the fabrication 
concerning the strength of the 
Iraqi army. I never believed for a 
moment the claim that it was the 
world’s fourth most powerful 
military force. I know the coun- 
tries of the region and the work- 
ings of their societies and l find it 
dishonest to judge their armies in 
quantitative terms. 

But the enemy had to be over 
estimated in order to justify the 
overkill. The results of Western 
military action speak for them- 
selves. Estimates on the loss of 
life reveal a terrifying dispropor- 
tion: 200,000 to 300,000 dead on 
the Iraqi side to 200 odd on the 
coalition’s side. It seems that such 
figures stir little emotion here, so 
strongly was the enemy identified 
with evil and monstrosity. One 
scene in particular illustrates how 
ethical values tend to wither away 
once an enemy is demonised : the 
image of hundreds of civilians and 
retreating soldiers burned alive in 
their vehicles on the road leading 
out of Kuwait city. Those pictures 
were shown in garish detail, with- 
out a moment's soul searching 
nor an ounce of compassion for 
the victims. 

But such manipulation was not 
the work of the media alone. The 
media served as a vehicle for the 
viewpoint of the French political 
class and the intelligentsia, apart 
from a few exceptions. The analy- 
sis, commentary and attitudes 
that were struck were marked by 
a deep hostility that goes far back 
in time. I am astonished to see 
that the Arab continues to be 
perceived as the enemy even 
when he is largely powerless. 
Europe forged its identity in die 
dash against Islam. Once that 
identity was ensured Europe 
turned its back on the father that 
gave it life. Today, the Arab's 
least error, audacity and daim 


appear to stir the old antagonis # 
that 1 had been pleased to im- 
agine extinct. Now that all pre- 
tences have been dropped ho^ 
are we to continue working aa^ 
living together?. -Relations 
tween North Africa and souther 
Europe remain vital and geare ft” 
to the future. It must be remen 
bered that the irreconcilably* 
forms part and parcel of one 
relationship with others. Withoj^- 
pulling our punches or failing 
denounce the other's shortcomV 
mgs nobody, as the saying goes, id* 
perfect; it is possible to build ,'p 
relationship on what each dvtfeajn 
tion has contributed positively u$f 
the other. Mtislim theologian *■# 
believe that Islam’s superiority 
lay in gaining sway over politics j-,* 
power and that in subjecting poll T r . 
tics to its rule it was completing, 
the religious edifice undertaker V 
by Judaism and Christianity. Tbc^ 
latter, convinced of the virtue o:^ ; 
its spiritual system, was per-^ 
suaded.it was better, equipped tc^ 
take a spiritual lead." Bor history., 
is full of paradoxes and tricks.^ 
The actions of Islam and Christ- ■ 
ianity often ran counter to pacts > 
and ' promises. A philosophy ' 
emanating from Christianity gave^ 
rise to a successful political model ^ 
that largely turned its back on ^ 
Christianity. The concept of indi- : 
vidua! sovereignty is ah invention '] 
that thrived in a Christian setting, *' J 
whereas the denser spiritual 
pus matured in the Sufi phi lost/- ^ 
phy which cultivated, from within ' 
the bosom of Islam, an obsession * 
for Christ’s image. - ' * 

When one has both cultures- 
there is every need to safeguard 
what is positive between them - 
against neglect, indifference and 
foot-dragging on one side or the ' 
other. Europe needs a spiritual ' 
dimension, Islam must reconsider ' 
its political foundations and start - 
out on the long path to the- 
se pa ration of spiritual and secular >- 
power. In response to die dismal * 
present, we must work to recover ; 
the virtues of the past. Hence- 
forth, Europe's values form part : 
of the past Amnesia and loss give 
rise to barbarism that can ' 
threaten us all. “The reconquest, 
of the past" as proscribed by* 
Goethe: that is a rallying cry that' 
can bring us together: 



From the left and the 
Muslim right, growing 
pressure on Riyadh 


By Judith Caesar 


, j i • 


CARBONDALE, Illinois — The 
Saudi government is under press- 
ure to reform, with liberals and 
the religious right becoming in- 
creasingly open and specific in 
•their demands. 

Liberals and dissenting Muslim 
clerics have not only presented 
King Fahd with petitions but have 
published (hem in Egyptian news- 
papers. an unusual step. These 
documents are enlightening not 
only in what they say but in what 
they imply. 

The liberals' petition, signed by 
43 intellectuals, among them 
Mohammad Abdul Yamani, a 
former information minister, calls 
for a consultative assembly that 
could be either a group of advis- 
ers or a parliament. 

Perhaps more significantly, it 
demands that aH citizens be equal 
before the law, “regardless of 
race, tribe, social status or 
gender." 

The petition says: “While the 
noblest vocation of -the Muslim 
woman is the raising of her chil- 
dren. she should not be excluded 
from having a public voice and 
enjoying the basic legal and social 
rights accorded to all citizens, as 
long as this is within an Islamic 
context." 

While this may sound mild to 
Western feminists, it is as bold a 
demand for women's rights as its 
authors could formulate without 
being accused of apostasy. 

Obviously, they had in mind 
the 70 women who m November 
drove across Riyadh in a convoy 
to protest the ban on women’s 
driving; pamphleteers accused 
them of having renounced their 
religion. 

Less obvious about the demand 
for equal rights is that h objects 
to a system of justice under which 
al! members of the royal family 
and their associates are immune 
from prosecution. 

The statement implies legal 
protection for the poor, who have 
only the right to ask the king for 
favours. 

The petition is carefully ba- 
lanced between demanding basic 
human rights and carefully avoid- 
ing any appearance of question- 
ing Islam, 

Saudi Arabia has no written 
constitution and body of laws. It 
relies on the Koran as interpreted 
by judges appointed by the king. 

Thus, it is difficult for citizens 
to know what is legal and what is 
not and to have any idea how a 


crime will be punished. 

The petition does not object to 
the country's being governed by • 
Islamic law but asks that (hose - 
laws be dearly codified. It srates 
that while the Koran is God’s • ! 
word, those who interpret it are 
fallible; thus, the law should be 
interpreted by a group of reli- 
gious scholars, independent of* 
the government, and not by gov-v 
emment-appointed judges. • - 

The other petition, wholly 
rooted in Islam, was signed by • 
hundreds of clerics and intellec- 
tuals. 

One signer was Sa/ar Al Hawa- 
ii, who is one of Islam’s most . 
respected theologians and who. 
circulated tapes criticising the 
Gulf war. 

What is most interesting about 
the document is a call for human ; 
rights. 

The clerics demand freedom of • 
the press and of expression. They 
declare that “the state should ' 
work to abolish all institutions.^ 
that limit the people's freedom." ' 
Thu is highly significant. ; - 

Saudi Arabia justified its refus- j 
al to sign the United Nations^ 
Declaration of Human Rights on ’ 
the ground that it had its own 7 
Islamic system of human-rights-' 
protection. The denes’ demands', 
undermine this position. 

The petitioners, also deman- j, 
ding a consultative assembly, add-” 7 
that its members should specialist- : 
in different areas of knowledge ^ 
and be men of irreproachable ■ 
integrity. 

The petitioners, stating that tbt - 
judicial system should be outside..' 
government influence, also caliJ 
for an -independent , body . of-} 
judges to examine and to try"] 
government officials accused crf 'jl 
corruption. 

Obviously they, tike the iibefc-^ 
als, are outraged- by -a systen^t 
under which a' person; 'can bfr 
falsely accused of a crime because.^ 
of his political wew^-_. : - . J' 

The royal farhify fras been* \ 
weakened by the GuJf war. bti 
alliance with the. West againSL 
Iraq , ' another Musfof .country, 
has eroded the regiroe^fradition-i 
al sources of legitimacy » , ...v - 

Both petitions may 
sent, a final effort 
ne 8°oaxe with ■, 

government force me^witiP 1 

violent resistance. 
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^^ ('i^ach ^ce. coasted- as 
iy .yote5ffl'iisftnoin)i''wfien.che 
/ ■ vote or confidence takes 
place, trios- probably at the 
l endpf this wee tor early next . 
... .week,. depending on the 
'■ length of. the speeches do- 
-: puties: wttt deliver during the . 
: confidence session. - . 

/However,. '.the .final out- 
come stifl very-much depends - 
-on which way some ..10-15 
independent deputies deride 
- to vote: Consul rations were 
. continuing among those de- 
puties; -who -while mostly 
'. . cstab lishmen tarians . express- 
ed their anwtiiicgpcss to sup- 
, port *hc . government uncoo- . . 
. ; ditionatly. Some of those par- 
liamentarians are said to have 
no objection to the. new 
' cabinet's poiides and objec- 

- fives, except that they were 
not made- members of iL 

While it has been con- 
firmed that a group of de- 
puties, allegedly led by mo 
Muslim Brotherhood de- 

- puties, had been making con- 
tact with other deputies in an 
effort - to sway their votes 
against Mr. Masri’s govern- 
ment. cabinet' sources insist 

' that most, if not ail, indepen- 
dents will finally back the 
prime minister and his team. 

The anti-government 
effort, which has been armed 
at persuading 41 deputies to 
sign a letter of opposition to 
the government before the 
confidence session began, 
was instantly backed by 
several Brotherhood de- 

- puties,' but not by ail, as well 
as by several independent de-' 
puties. 

“Their idea 'was that the 
. prime minister, when con- 
• fronted by these signatures, . 
would be persuaded to resign 
his post prior to the Tues- 
day's confidence session," 
said one deputy, who himself 
was contacted by the lobby 
group. 

But after -the campaign 
failed -to come up with the 
required number of votes.* 
die group started to call cer- 
tain ministets to persuade 

- them to. resign their posts. ' 

Monsters contacted by die 
group generally expressed 
their disappointment over the 
_ - methods employed by . fellow ., 
'parliamentarians, .especially 
those wtaH»ve-no ideologic- 
■ - al differences with the gov- 
ernment bur are working for 
. its faiturc on purely personal ' 
■" grounds / asone minister put 

5. 


“This is a gov ern ment that 
- has an kteotojpcal base and a 
mission that it wants to 
achieve. If those independent 
deputies feel that their per- 
sonal quarrels with the gpv- 
• erninentTare more important 
than the fate of tips country 
then they will have to live 
with the consequences," the 
senior cabinet source said. 
He efid not want to be quoted 

, by name .. 

Later oh Sunday evening, a 
group of 12 mostly indepen- 
dent deputies announced the 
formation of tbeir.own “Con- 
.. gfitufion Bloc." Members of 
-the Woe,, who hitherto in- 
cluded supporters and oppo- 
nents of the government, 
named Irbid Deputy Thou- 
qan Hindawi as chairman and 
Kerik Deputy Yousef Mbi- 
„ deen as. rapporteur and offi- 
• da! spokesman. Mr. Ffindawi 
is a former chief of the Royal 
Court and deputy prime 
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minister who played a major 
role in the election of Abdul 
Latif Arabiyat (Muslim 
-Brotherhood deputy from 
Salt) as speaker of the Lower 
House. By aligning himself 
and his several colleagues in 
-the now defunct pan-Arab 
Nationalist Bloc in Parlia- 
ment with the Muslim 
Brotherhood and their sym- 
pathisers in .the House fast 
October, he managed to de- 
feat the incumbent speaker. 
Suleiman Arar, who had won 
the contest for the first speak- 
ership of the House over him 
in 1989. The formation of the 
new bloc, according to obser- 
vers. may well be intended at 
playing the same role, as a 
power broker, in the confi- 
dence vote over Mr. Masri's 
government. 

Mr. Mbeideen served us 
justice minister in Prime 
Minister Mudar Badran's 
government until be was re- 
placed by Brotherhood De- 
puty Majed Khalifeh in the 
cabinet reshuffle of January 
1991. He had belonged to the 
independent Islamist bloc 
which has had two different 
ministers in the Badran gov- 
ernment and in the present 
one. 

Other members of the 
Constitution Bloc are de- 
puties Abdul Majid 
Shreideh, Marwan Hmoud. 
Abdul Raouf Rawabdeh, 
Fawzi Shaker Tuaimeh, Ibra- 
him Ghababsheh. Hussein 
Mjalli, Eissa Reimouni. Jam- 
al Sarairah, Sultan Udwan 
and Aria Shah wan. Most are 
independent deputies who 
had belonged to various blocs 
in the House. 

Mr. Masri's own “National 
’Woe,” which is now headed 
by former Speaker Arar. 
along with the independent 
Islamist bloc (minus new de- 
fectors) and the Liberal bloc 
(minus renegades) are ex- 
pected to vote solidly for the 
Masri government. The 
Liberals have been divided 
over the choice of Deputy 
Jamal Khraisheh as their rep- 
resentative in the cabinet, 
whereas most of the indepen- 
dent Islamists are likely to 
support the prime minister. 

Until late in the evening, 
the new Constitution Bloc 
was in session to decide on its 
policy vis-a-vis the confi- 
dence vote, and observers 
said it was highly unlikely 
that the new group would 
come out in opposition to the 
cabinet since it included de- 
puties who would strongly vie 
for die government and who 
would not have joined the 
group if its objective was 
withholding support. 


Jordan’s 
imports rise 


Many villas and apartm 
are available for rent 
safe - furnished or unfur 
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Arafat holds talks in Amman Israelis hold 55 

(Continued from page 1) united position prior to any Mid- (Continued from page 1) 


focused on “the conditions of the 
Palestinian people under occupa- 
tion in view of the escalation of 
the uprising despite Israel's cri- 
minal and inhuman actions 
against them." 

Mr. Arafat ridiculed American 
efforts to bring about Arab- 
israeli peace. “These are not 
peace efforts,” he said. “They are 
jusr fobbing (Arabs) off,” he told 
reporters. 

The PLO chairman said the 
American administration was 
trying to buy time so that Israel 
could “swallow the Arab territor- 
ies and their holy sites and 
Judaise them.” 

Referring to Israel's claims that 
it had eliminated many leaders of 
the uprising. Mr. Arafat said such 
claims and actions would not 
weaken the Palestinian struggle 
“but will only push the Palesti- 
nian people to offer further sacri- 
fices until they achieve their 
aspirations to establish their inde- 
pendent state with 'Jerusalem as 
its capital." 

Mr. Arafat declined to discuss 
his visit to Iraq, where he met 
with President Saddam Hussein. 
The Iraqi News Agency reported 
that the two leaders discussed 
“developments concerning the 
Palestinian people and the Arab 
World.” It did not elaborate. 

A Jordanian official quoted by 
the Associated Press said that he 
expected the PLO leader's talks 
here to be “comprehensive" and 
to cover “all the recent political 
and other developments in the 
region.” 

Mr. Arafat arrived in Jordan 
around J1 a.m. Sunday after a 
12-hour overland trip, the only 
way to reach Jordan From Bagh- 
dad because Iraq's airports re- 
main closed by a U.N.-imposed 
air embargo. 

In Cairo, a PLO official said 
Egypt, Syria, Jordan and the 
PLO should meet to prepare a 


united position prior to any Mid- 
dle East peace talks. 

Mahmoud Abbas, a member of 
the PLO executive committee, 
told reporters that he discussed 
efforts to convene an internation- 
al peace conference with Foreign 
Minister Amr Musa. 

Relations between Egypt and 
the PLO have been strained since 
the PLO supported Iraq in the 
Gulf war. 

“We reviewed the peace pro- 
cess, steps that have been made 
and agreed upon steps which are 
still pending, particularly the role 
of the United Nations and the 
continuity of an international 
peace conference.” Mr. Abbas 
said. 

“It is important that a meeting 
between Egypt. Syria. Jordan 
and the PLO convene to prepare 
for the peace process.” Mr. 
Abbas said. 

His meeting with Mr. Musa 
was also attended by Osama A! 
Baz. a senior aide to President 
Hosni Mubarak. 

In Paris, U.S. President 
George Bush repeated a warning 
Sunday that he might go public 
with details of a U.S. peace plan 
for the Middle East if Israel and 
others continued to drag its feet 
on negotiations. 

He said there might come a 
point at which he would tell the 
American people “who needs to 
come forward and do what." 

At a news conference in Ken- 
nebunkport two weeks ago Mr. 
Bush expressed frustration at the 
lack of progress in Middle East 
peace negotiations and 
threatened to personally prod the 
parties to break the stalemate. 

After talks with French Presi- 
dent Francois Mitterrand. Mr. 
Bush said the United States was 
determined to continue its efforts 
to promote a peace agreement. 

He said the American initiative 
“still has a chance" but conceded 
that he was “a little concerned 
that it has taken this long." 


team ran contrary to government 
plans for a controversial request 
to its guardian ally the United 
States later this year to guarantee 
$10 billion in loans for immigra- 
tion. 

“The government should be 
cautious in its approach to addi- 
tional external and internal debt 
in case the higher growth does 
not materialise in full." the team 
said in preliminary report. 

“It is easier to borrow more in 
the future if growth turns out to 
be higher than planned thai to be 
forced to repay or have to adjust 
to less borrowing if it turns out 
lower.” 

Although immigration has 
slowed this year from levels seen 
late in 1990. Israel is still project- 
ing that a million Soviet Jews will 
arrive by the middle of the de- 


“There is a tendency to think 
of borrowing plans in relation to 
the growth rate of the economy 
assuming that one million immig- 
rants are successfully absorbed,” 
the IMF team said. 


Syria accepts 
U.S. proposals 


Iraq gives U.N. fresh list 


(Continued Grom page 1) 
same period, from JD 653 million 
to JD 706 million. 

The United States was the 
primary source of Jordan's im- 
ports, providing a record JD 
299.48 million worth of foreign 
goods in 1990. 

France, the second largest 
Western exporter to Jordan, sold 
the Kingdom products worth JD 
97.8 million in 1990, the report 
said. 

It said Jordan was a good 
customer of Germany, Britain 
and Japan, importing goods from 
all three countries worth JD 240 
million in 1990. 


(Continued from page 1) 

RambouiUet Castle near Paris. 

The French* leader noted that 
the safety of the Kurds in north- 
ern Iraq was also of concent to 
allied forces. 

Mr. Mitterrand, in an interview 
with French Television networks, 
said. “If it concerns* protecting 
populations martyred, perse- 
cuted, massacred by the govern- 
ment of Saddam Hussein, if it 
concerns seeing Iraq arm itself 
with a nuclear weapon, an in- 
tervention would be just." 

“We are ready if it's neces- 
sary.” 

RambouiUet was the first stop 
of a long European voyage for 
Mr. Bush, who was flying im- 
mediately afterwards to London. 

Before beginning his talks with 
Mr. Minerrand, Mr. Bush deco- 
rated General Michel Roquejeof- 
fre, the commander of French 
forces in the Gulf war, with the 
U.S. Legion of Merit. 

Mr. Bush and Mr. Mitterrand, 
meeting on the eve of the London 
economic summit of the world's 
major industrial democracies, 
said Iraq's activities since the end 
of the Gulf war were at the top of 
their agenda. 

Baghdad has appealed to the 
Security Council to block 
threatened U.S. air strikes. 

Iraqi Foreign Minister Ahmad 
Hussein Khudayer said in a letter 
to the Security Council: “The 
United States is now preparing 
for a new, all-out aggression 
against Iraq." 


Mr. Khudayer. who also called 
for an emergency meeting of 
Arab League foreign ministers to 
discuss the threat, said Iraq was 
cooperating with U.N. teams su- 
pervising destruction of its 
weapons of mass destruction 
under Gulf war ceasefire terms. 

“U.N. officials have started to 


talk publicly about their intention 
to launch aggression against 


(Continued from page l) 

Arab- Israeli peace. His efforts 
foundered on differences be- 
tween Israel and Syria on the 
form of a proposed regional con- 
ference. 

The two sides were in dispute 
over what role, if any, the U.N. 
should play and whether the con- 
ference should be a one-time 
event or a forum that could be 
periodically reconvened. 

Mr. Bush wrote to Syria and 
Israel in early June offering com- 
promise proposals. Israel turned 
them down. 

Mr. Assad’s move is likely to 
embarrass Israel, already at odds 
with its guardian superpower 
over its encouragement of Jewish 
settlement in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Mr. Bush said Tuesday he 
would “love" to see an end to the 
settlements, which the United 
States calls an obstacle to peace. 

The State Department declined 
to respond immediately to Syria's 
repotted acceptance of Mr. 
Bush's compromise proposals. 

A U.S. official told Reuters a 
letter from President Assad was 
expected Sunday but he could not 
confirm that it had arrived. 


to launch aggression against 
Iraq," he told the Security Coun- 
cil in a letter sent Saturday and 
published in all of Iraq’s state-run 
newspapers Sunday. 

“The United States is now pre- 
paring for a new, all-out aggres- 
sion against Iraq,” he said. 


Fresh shooting 
in Yugoslavia 


“Iraq wants the Security Coun- 
cil to stop America's aggressive 
conduct against an independent, 
free country which is a member of 
the United Nations and the inter- 
national community," Mr. Kbu- 
dayer’s letter said. 

Mr. Khudayer said Iraq was 
honouring its obligations to the 
Security Council and respecting 
U.N. Gulf crisis resolutions in an 
active and serious manner despite 
the fact that it considered them 
unjust. 

“Why should the United States 
then resort to military attack if its 
real aim is ro implement Security 
Council resolutions?” he asked/ 

Nabil Najm, Iraq’s representa- 
tive to the 21-member Arab 
League, told reporters in Cairo 
rhat the American threats were a 
dnager ro the Arab World's 
national security and called for 
urgent action. 


(Continued from page 1) 

• In a tough ultimatum aimed 
primarily at the breakaway 
northern republics, the pres- 
idency ordered all paramilit- 
ary groups apart from the 
army and regular peacetime 
militia and police to demobil- 
ise and hand in their weapons 
by Friday. 

“If they fail to obey this, 
their last warning, the state 
will have to act with all the 
means at its disposal, includ- 
ing force," President Stipe 
Mesic told a news conference. 

But in his role as Croatia’s 
member on the eight-man 
presidency, grouping Yugosla- 
via's republics and provinces, 
Mr. Mesic said Croatia's 
National Guard was not 
affected by the order. 

.* There have been almost dai- 
ly exchanges of fire between 
Croats and Serbs, who make 
up about 11 per cent of 
Croatia's five million people. 
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Michel Serres: I will not end my life without talking politics 


Michel Serres advocates 
anthropology of knowledge 


Bv Severine Jouve 


UN1VERSALIST thought, the 
luminous exploration of all 
spheres of knowledge, has in- 
exhaustible resources. So has 
Michel Serres. Some call him a 
convened scientist, or a non- 
academic philosopher. Others 
call him a neo-humanist 
preaching the multicultural 
dawn, the triumph of the 
melting-pot and the benefits of 
integration: The many laces of 
an exceptional man whose free 
spirit — an indefatigable 
traveller — uncovers the con- 
temporary world to us in all. its 
forms. With his book Le Tiers 
Instruit (Ed. Franqois Bourin. 
1991), “the Fox” revisits phi- 
losophy by way of political 
thought. A year earlier, in 
Comrat-Naturel (Ed. Francois 
Bourin. 1990). he had already 
renewed our vision of the 
world, underscoring the im- 
portance of a new relationship 
between humanity and the en- 
vironment. 

”1 will not end my life with- 
out talking politics." declared 
this uncontesied master of 
communication in April 1990. 
whose pluridisciplinary works 
are today set up as an anthro- 
pology of knowledge. From 
the deepest roots of knowledge 
to the scientific re-interpreta- 
lion of traditions, faun the 
mathematical equation to the 
legal concept via biology and 
morals, the wanderings of the 
philosopher are wide and 
many, like life itself. Following 
the unaccustomed route of the 
land-surveyor, we once again 
measure the excellence of this 
man's path: scientific studies. 


naval school, training as a uni- 
versity lecturer, the teaching of 
history, editor and publisher of 
learned works... Leibnitz. 
Hermes. Jules Verne, Auguste 
Comte. Lucretius. Rome. 

An acute curiosity, a grasp 
of interactions, and absolute 
synthesis are the watch-words 
of this achaeologist of mod- 
ernity who wishes to save, the 
language from systematic ela- 
boration or the tedious repeti- 
tion of the media. Denouncing 
the dangers of scientific spe- 
cialisation, and also the grow- 
ing power of technology which 
threatens the integrity’ of our 
country, he invites us to redis- 
cover our ancestral humility in 
the face of the divided universe 
and the fragmentation of its 
language. Bearing witness to 
the negligence of Man when 
faced with his natural environ- 
ment. his works propose a sort 
of “Declaration of the Rights 
of the World ’ to the new socie- 
ty. a concept too long forgot- 
ten by scholars, jurists and 
philosophers. The old quarrel 
between ancients and mod- 
erns. each fighting to have the 
last word of knowledge is to- 
day as absurd as it is outdated. 
But to make the new out of the 
old. always to have the past 
present in the mind, that is to 
be a child of one's time. It is 
yet to be discovered whether 
science, law and politics — the 
holy trinity of modernity — 
can give meaning to demo- 
cracy... 


Nevertheless, as we already 
live ‘out of place." we must 
learn to wander, and reconsid- 
er the composite nature of the 
end of our century. Simply to 


look at the sky. to creep 'info 
all the nooks and crannies of 
thought, or to offer the depth 
of our vision to others, are all 
advances towards universal 
salvation. 

The cultural shock between 
the oki humanities of Europe 
and the scientific youth of the 
United States has changed the 
profile of the universe. Daz- 
zled, we follow the luminous 
reasoning of this realtive of 
Montaigne and Leibnitz, 
friend of Michel Foucault and 
of Rene Girard, who proclaims 
to us that nature is not the 
heritage of men. and that the 
body and the brain, finally 
reconciled, whether by sport. 
Latin or mathematics, can 
finally integrate themselves 
into the new world; that of the 
Tiers-instruit. the fusion of 
different cultures. 

The future lies in knowledge 
and not in the economy. By 
making this thought our credo, 
maybe we will manage to find 
the right circulation berween 
the West and the Islamic na- 
tions: Even if we have lost 
Paradise. l.et us not destroy our 
origins, but let us broadcast 
our encyclopaedic knowledge 
against rigid, centralising cul- 
ture. The evolution and en- 
hancement of national ideolo- 
gy lies in the respecr of foreign 
contributions. It is enough (q 
follow in the wake of one of 
the greatest thinkers of our 
time. who. in this latest book, 
once more celebrates the hap- 
py union of literature, love and 
philosophy. 


Reprinted from Label France, 
the magazine of rhe French 
Ministry for External Affairs. 
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A1 Wahdat leads Premier League table 


By Ahma d Ismail 

Special to the Jordan Timex 

AMMAN — Ai Faisali had only 
24 hours to enjoy their leading 
position in the Premier League as 
they were once more dethroned 
by their arch rivals, AI Wahdat. 

AJ Wahdat beat lowly AI Kar- 
mel 2-0 to take the lead, benefit- 
ing from their superior goal dif- 
ference at the expense of AI 
Faisali and AI Ramtha, who have 
got the same goal tally. 

Jihad Abdul Munem grabbed 
1-0 lead for AI Wahdat in the 51st 
minute breaking a 45-minute 
scoreless tie. 

Firas Fawzi pounced on a re- 
bound of Jihad's shot in the 75th 
minute to score the second goal 
for AI Wahdat. 

The two teams had dawed 


their way through the final 15 
minutes without breaking each 
others* defensive walls. 

AI Faisali played surprisingly 
well and scored a 3-1 win over AI 
Arabi Friday. A header from 
Khalid Awad put AI Faisali in the 
lead in the 27th minute. 

Luck ran out for AI Faisali's 
goalkeeper, Milad Abbasi. who 
missed a penalty when his team- 
mate, Jamal Abu Abed, was 
brought down in the penalty area. 

Khalid Awad. who had tested 
AI Arabi's goalkeeper with hard 
shots, scored again in the 62nd 
minute but Mutasem Sharaia nar- 
rowed the margin by scoring the 
only goal for AI Arabi, who 
mounted repeated attacks as they 
pressed for the Equaliser. Never- 
theless. Tariq Awad. who was 
picked in the last 10 minutes. 
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Nigel Mansell 

Mansell wins British GP 


SILVERSTONE, England ( AP) 
— Nigel Mansell sped away from 
the field to win the British Grand 
Prix by 42 seconds Sunday over 
Gerhard Berger, his second For- 
mula One victory in eight days. 

Mansell, who had won the 
French Grand Prix last week, led 
for ail but the opening 45 seconds 
of the race. No other car could 
match the speed of his Williams- 
Renault, which repeatedly set lap 
records. 

The Briton, who has won his 
nation's Grand Prix three times in 
the last six years, began from the' 
pole position but was overtaken 
at the stan by defending world 
champion Ayrton Senna. 

Mansell needed only half a lap 
to regain the lead, and he never 
relinquished it after that — in- 
creasing his gap over Senna with 
nearly every lap. 

The lead grew so large by 
mid-race that Mansell was able to 


make a pit stop to change tires 
and rejoin the race in first place. 

Senna, driving a McLaren- 
Honda, was second for nearly the 
entire race but seemed to run out 
of fuel on the last lap and drop- 
ped to fourth place. 

Berger, in the other McLaren, 
was second by nearly 18 seconds 
over Alain Prost in a Ferrari. 
Senna was a lap behind for fourth 
place, followed by Nelson Piquet 
in a Benneton-Ford and Bertrand 
Gachot in a Jordan. 

Mansell took 1 hour, 27 mi- 
nutes, 35.479 seconds to com- 
plete 59 laps of the 5. 226- 
kilometre (3,247-mile) Silver- 
stone circuit, which has a few new 
curves this year in an effort to 
slow cars and improve safety. 

The victory moved him doser 
to Senna in this year's driver 
standings. Senna leads with 51 
points, while Mansell is second 
with 33. 


Soviet Olympic Committee 
is desperate for cash 


MOSCOW (Ri — The Soviet 
Olympic Committee, which for 
years sought independence from 
central government, has found its 
newly-won freedom to be a mixed 
blessing. 

The government stopped fund- 
ing the Olympic Committee this 
year, leaving them free but strug- 
gling to raise enough cash just to 
pay the hotel bills at the 1992 
games in Barcelona. 

"We have obtained the status 
of independence, but we also 
have become independent of 
money, too." Vladimir Koval, 
the committee's finance director, 
told a recent news conference. 

The situation is exacerbated by 
a presidential decree ordering all 
enterprises to hand 40 per cent of 
their foreign currency to the state 
to help pay the government’s 
huge debt. 

"We appeal to you to convince 
the central government to free 
the Olympic movement from 
paying taxes." said Vitaly Smir- 
nov. director of the Olympic 
Committee. 


Officials expected about 350 
Soviet athletes, trainers and other 
personnel to attend the Olympic 
Games next year. 

They said some athletes in 
Soviet republics would not par- 
ticipate for political reasons. 

Some wrestlers in Georgia 
would not participate because 
Georgian President Zviad Gam- 
sakhurdia. a nationalist seeking 
independence from (he Kremlin, 
will not let athletes from the 
southern republic compete under 
the state committee. 

Other Georgian athletes have 
left the republic and moved to 
Moscow in order to compete in 
the games. 

Athletes from the breakawav 
Republic of Lithuania are also 
likely to be abesnt from Barcelo- 
na for similar reasons. 

The Soviet Olympic Commit- 
tee is hoping to raise funds from 
various projects. Gold and plati- 
num coins will be minted and sold 
to collectors before the games 
begin and lotteries will be orga- 
nised. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH H1RSCH 

CI99I Tnoure M«&a Services, me. 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l — As South, vulnerable, vou 
hold: 

*982 AK103 J7652 *6 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
club. What do you respond? 

Q.2 — Both vulnerable, as South 
vou hold: 

*K983 ”K6 752 *KJ53 

The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 

1 v I * Pb-hs ? 

What do you bid now? 

Q.3 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*A105 K976 AQ102 *A10 

The bidding has proceeded: 

Sooth West North East 

1 NT Pass 3 7 Pass 

•» 

What do you bid now? 

Q.-4 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*73 7AQJ53 KJ9 *763 


The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 NT Pass 3 " Pass 

3 * Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

Q.5 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

♦A 105 7K976 ! AQ102 *A10 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
1 NT Pass 3 7 Pass 
3 * Pass 3 NT Pass 

0 

What do you bid now? 

Q.6 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*73 ■ 7AQJ53 vKJ9 *763 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 NT Pass 3 ‘7 Pass 

3 ♦ Pass 3 NT Pass 

4 * Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 


extended Ai Faisali's lead by 
scoring the third goal. 

AI Ramtha. which was ranked 
third, downed AI Qadissya 5-1 
when they met in Irbid Wednes- 
day. 

Muwafaq Abu Hidhieb, Hus- 
sien AI Shanaina and Salim 
Dhiyabat stormed AI Qadissiya's 
goal with their fast attacks, taking 
advantage from AI Qadissiya's 
defensive errors. Between them 
they were able to score five goals. 
Ten minutes into the second half. 
AI Ramtha was fortunate not to 
concede a penalty themselves 
when defender Bassam AI Banna 
pulled down AI Qadisstya attack- 
er Faiz Isam on the edge of the 
box. 

AJ Hussein has advanced to the 
fourth place with five points after 
beating AI Jazireh 1-0. Arif Hus- 


sien tested Al Jazireh 's keeper for 
the first time in the 15th minute 
when he forced him to tip a low 
shot around his left post. But ten 
minutes before the interval, Arif 
himself scored the winning goal 
when he fired the ball into the 
net, sending the Al Jazireh keep- 
er die other way to put Al Hus- 
sien ahead 1-0. 

Al Jeel got another shock when 
they lost 4-1 to AI Ahli, who were 
able to score three goals in 10 
minutes and secured the fifth 
place on the table with three 
points. 

They are followed by Al Qadis- 
siya, AI Jazireh and AJ Arabi 
with one point each. Al Kami el 
and Al Jeel stayed at the bottom 
of the table with their pointless 
tally. 


Ribeiro brings the samba 
beat to Tour de France 


RENNES. France (R) — Mauro 
Ribeiro brought the samba beat 
to the Tour de France Sunday as 
he became the first Brazilian to 
win a stage of the world’s greatest 
cycle race. 

Ribeiro. the only Brazilian 
among the 198 riders in the race, 
launched a daring sprint several 
hundred metres from the finish of 
the ninth stage over 161 
kilometres from Alencon to win a 
victory which will be wildly cele- 
brated in his native Curitiba. 

Ribeiro, 26, was in a break- 
away group of 10 riders who 
gained almost a minute on the 
main peloton which included tour 
leader and defending champion 
Greg Lemond of the United 
States. 

There was no change in the 


overall leadership in a relatively 
uneventful stage following the 
all-important and testing 73- 
kilometre individual time trial 
Saturday in which Lemond took 
the yellow jersey. 

Johan Bruy nee l of Belgium 
tried a long-distance attack to the 
finish line from more than one 
kilometre out but. just as the 
breakaway group reined him in 
again. Ribeiro struck. 

The Brazilian spurted through 
as the bunch relaxed for a mo- 
ment. 

He gained a quick 20-metre 
lead and was just able to hold on 
as Frenchman Laurent Jalabert 
and Dimitri Konyshev of the 
Soviet Union closed in to place 
second and third with the same 


Colombia crushes Brazil 2-0 


VINA DEL MAR. Chile (AP) — 
Colombia virtually assured itself 
of advancing to the final round of 
the America Cup Saturday, 
shocking an already beleaguered 
Brazil 2-0 on a pair of goais set up 
by midfielder Carlos Valderrama. 

The victory gave Colombia five 
points from three games in Group 
B. putting it two points ahead of 
Ecuador, Uruguay and Brazil 
with one game remaining. 

Ecuador dramatically im- 
proved its chances of advancing, 
using a pair of goals by Raul 
Aviles to beat Bolivia 4-0 m the 
second game Saturday. 

Only the top two teams in each 
group advance to the round-robin 
final in the diennial 10-nation 
South American Championship. 

Ltruguay meets Colombia and 
Brazil plays Ecuador Monday in 
Group B's final games. Group A 
competes its schedule Sunday 
with Argentina playing Peru and 
Chile facing Paraguay. 

Valderrama, who plays for 
Valladolid of the Spanish first 
division, led a fast offensive 
attack, which clearly surprised a 
disorganised Brazilian team 
already heavily criticised at home 
for its 1-1 draw with Uruguay 
Thursday. 

“There’s one clear reason for 
our loss: We played badly," 


Peanuts 



Brazilian coach Paulo Faloao 
said. 

Valderrama fed Anthony de 
Avila in the 35th minute for 
Colombia's first goal and then 
found Antoldo Iguaran at the top 
of the penalty area in the 66th 
minute. 

Colombian coach Luis Garcia 
said his team's victory was based 
“on an efficient midfield play, led 
by Carlos Valderrama.’' 

He said his players were able to 
neutralise Brazil's usually bril- 
liant playmaker Neto, who plays 
for Corinthians of Sao Paulo. 

Against Bolivia, which was eli- 
minated after earning only two 
points in four games, 24-year-old 
midfielder Alex Aguinaga of 
Necaxa of Mexico gave Ecuador 
the lead in the 32nd minute. 

Aviles added his first goal 10 
minutes later. 

Twenty minutes into second 
half. Aviles scord again, this time 
on a weaber after a pass by 
Aguinaga. 

Ecuador was also led by 19- 
year-old goalkeeper Erwin 
Ramirez, who stopped Ramiro 
Castillo on a penalty kick in the 
69th minute and then scored a 
goal of his own on a penalty kick, 
awarded to Ecuador after Aviles 
was pulled down in the penalty 
area by Marco Perrufino. 


there's A DOG > 
HERE WHO WANTS 
, TO COME IN.. > 



AVF gets full support 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The general assembly of the Arab 
Volleyball Federation (AVF) concluded 2 days of meetings in 
Amman Friday. Dr. Majed Al Kahla. the AVF president, told 
the Jordan Times that the meetings were attended by Taiseer 
Arafa and Ali Al Kubri from Jordan, Hussein Sadiq from Iraq, 
Fared Al Saied from Palestine, Abbas Al Mansour from 
Yemen and Shawqi Al Abdullat, a member of AVFs technical 
Committee, and Abdul Munem Abu Tuq, a member of the 
Referees Committee. Dr. Kahla said he valued the warm 
hospitality extended to them by the Jordanian federation and 
praised the participation of certain Arab states' who have 
expressed their full support to the legitimacy of Baghdad- 
based AVF. He added that Arab federations confirmed the 
fixture and venues of the Arab dubs tournament, which will be 
held in Baghdad on Nov. 15. He also said AVF continued its 
efforts to enrol the Tunis an and Algerian Volleyball Federa- 
tions in the AVF programmes. 

Syrian team to play in Jordan 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Al Jebla of Syria confirmed their 
participation in the 6th Al Wahdat Arab Tournament due to 
be held in Jordan next August. Sources at the Joranian Soccer 
Federation told the Jordan Times that -the Syrian team is the 
first to confirm their participation in the championship in 
which more than five clubs from Tunisia, Sudan, Yemen and 
Morocco have been invited. He added that the organising 
committee will be formed early this week to coordinate the 
technical matters of the event. 

Jordan to take part in boxing talks 

AMMAN (J.T. ) — Jordan has received an invitation from the 
Arab Boxing Federation (ABF) to take part in their meetings 
to be held in Baghdad next September. Salih Basyoni, the JBF 
president, will discuss with the ABFs officials — due to arrive 
here Wednesday — subjects concerning ABF activities and 
Jordanian participation in the Arab Youth Tournament, which 
will be held in Baghdad. He added that the president and 
secretary general of the Baghdad-based ABF will discuss 
matters of mutual cooperation between Jordan and Arab 
countries. 


Courier, Sabatini win 
Osaka tennis tournament 

OSAKA. Japan (AP) — Jim match on the artificial court of 
Courier beat Michael Chang 6-4. the Osaka Municipal Gym. 

2-6. 6-4 Sunday in a battle be- In the women’s final. Sabatini 
tween two French Open cham- jumped to a 3-0 lead in the first 
pions for the men's singles title of set tie-break, but then double 
the Gunze World Tennis Tourna- faulted twice. A volley by Sabati- 
ment. ni and a lob winner by Maleeva 

Gabriela Sabatini. the Wimble- took the score to 4-3. but 
don runner-up. downed Katerina Maleeva then netted two shots 
Maleeva of Bulgaria 7-6 (7-3). and Sabatini took the set with a 
6-2. winning the Gunze Women’s lob. 

Singles crown for the third con- c K . 

secutive year. „ En . ^ to A the mcn s finals ' 

Courier, this year's French Conner beat Amen«m crompat- 

Open champion; took the first set . oSi i f c^nnnn 

with a service break at love in the ** US 0pe " 

third game aaainst Chang, the c c .ff”: "7‘ . r . . 

1989 winner Sabatini reached the finals by 

□..t „ beating American Susan Sloane 

But hts serve faltered .n the y ^ d Magdalcna Maleeva, 
second set and Chang broke in . 7_ 

the fourth and eighth ga™*. £7"^ 5,5ttr of ka,enna ' 

A break in the ninth game 

gave Courier victory in the decid- Courier and Sabatini each re- 

ing set of the more than two-hour ccived $40,000. 


Sanchez wins Swiss Open 


GSTAAD. Switzerland (AP) — 
Fifth-seeded Emilio Sanchez of 
Spain capitalised on Scrgi Bru- 
guera’s injury Sunday and defe- 
ated his Davis Cup teammate and 
no. I seed b-I. 6-4, 6-4 in the 
finals of the $305,000 Swiss 
Open. 

Bruguera was bothered by a 
strained stomach muscle which 
hampered his service 

"Today 1 got the advantage 
early and began feeling comfort- 
able.” said the 26-year-old San- 
chez, this year's Italian Open 
champion. "Bui it’s not easy 


playing against someone in- 
jured." 

Sanchez, ranked 11th in the 
world, won $39,600 and the four- 
teenth title of his career. He also 
won the Gslaad tournament in 
I9S7. 

He has now beaten Bruguera in 
all five of their matches in a tour 
event. 

"I like the atmosphere here," he 
said. "The altitude helps my 
game and makes my strokes more 
powerful." he said of the 1.049- 
metre (3.4b Moot) high Alpine 
resort. 



Andy Capp 


I'VE LEFT AM 
* IACALLET Iht A4V 

OTHER TROUSERS, 
BOSS- COULD. 

VOU HELP 
7 ME OUT? 






Mutt'n’Jeff 



FORECAST FOR MONDAY JULY IS, 1991 

' By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Ftighter Foundation 
GENERAL TENDENCIES: One much of yam time- in give ii to 


of the best days of the month when 
you may feel uded-down by all the 
activity but there won't be much of 
a chance that you will act im- 
petuously as you continue on your 
sensible schedule. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Your interest in building up a 
greater amount of security at home 
■is aided by doing die finlc things 
that can enhance your feeling of 
right action. 

TAURU5: (April 20 to May 20) 
There is much activity to pul in 
motion the routine details required 
to make your decisions a success 
are fine for you to do right now so 
be positive. 

GEMINI: (May 2 1 to June 21 } You 
are able to find the ways and 
means now by which you can have 
a greater abundance for your cveFv 
need so be open lo new sources of 
income. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Be just as personal as you 
like in telling your intimate aims to 
others so that they can help you get 
what you want the mosi and show 
appreciation. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21 ) This is 
your day to get into all sorts of 
intimate arrangements that those 
in whom you have confidence will 
aid you to project at (his time. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You have some pretty emo- 
tional friends who can take up 


them cheerfully for' you get big 
benefits in return. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Whatever you would like to do 
that necessitates some further coa- 
tact with a prominent person is 
very good so work out the details 
of your future association. 

SCORPIO: (Octobers to Novem- 
ber 21) Make a point now to get 
out of that convenient ror and be 
aware of the many - opportunities 
you have to further your plans by 
new outlets open. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) This is thejitne to 
be sure that you carry through with 
whatever responsibilities you have 
of a business or personal nature. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Now you find you are 
the one who docs make headway 
bv discussing with your partners 
where you are jointly beaded and 
going into all facets of new 
arrangements. 

AQUARIUS; (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) This is the moment for you 
to get at all those tasks facing you 
and you make this day more pro- 
ductive by performing ali services 
requested. 

PISCES: (February 20 . to March 
20) Make sure that you do get at 
those unfinished aptitudes you like 
so much and then put them in 
effect so you have the pleasures 
you wish. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Herds 



“Stanley believes in fife after 
death, but he doesn’t believe 
in life after six o’clock.” 


THAT SCRAAfBLBI WORD GAME 
9 by Henri Arnold and Bob Lae 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one latter to each square, to form : — 72. 

four ordinary words. 


PYDET 


THEFC 


RAPOUR 


NESHCO 



THE LESS ONE KNOWS 
OF BOX! N6, THE MORE 
ONE BECOMES AC- 
QUAINTEP WITH THJ5. 


Now arrange Ihe circled tetters to 
lorm the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer hem: 


Saturday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: FELON TARRY POLICY MARKUP 

Answer Manages loc»t somewhere by "wind" and 
"pur — a KITE 


THE Daily Crossword by Nonna Steinberg 


ACROSS 
1 Medicinal plant 
5 Pwcti 

10 Whack 

14 Sties 

15 Fisher or Raton 

16 Muscle 
condition 

17 Campus military 
org 

IS Comic stnp 
bo 

20 Cocktail — 

22 Record ol a 
single event 

S3 Narrative poems 

24 Clan ol the — 


26 Obvious 
28 Name 

32 Consent 

33 Sir Francis — 

34 Bachelor's last 
two words 

35 Aunt: Sp. 

36 Time of work 

37 Conceit 

38 151 

39 Dragged behind 

40 Caftans 

42 Impetuously 
determined 

44 School subject 

45 Profit and — 

46 Discrimination 

47 "Crocodile 
Dundee" 

50 Non-specific 
52 Fundamental 
55 Related 

57 Taj Mahal site 

58 Kind ot surgeon 

59 Heckman 

60 Sheep 

61 Author Glasgow 

62 Art deco name 

DOWN 

1 Mo 

2 July babies 

3 — ol {following) 

4 Runaway 

5 Turndown 

6 Smells 

7 Poems 

8 Drink slowly 

9 Hot dnnfc 


aaau 


C i»l Trtbww U0Oa SerncH. Inc. 
Ml Arjntl n«*fYB0 


10 Gems 

11 Diving bird 

12 He wrote "My 
Way- 

13 Dmer ottering 
19 C est — ' 

21 Cows old style 

24 Beet variety 

25 Clumsy boats 

26 Dam 

27 Spry 

28 Vinegar bottle 

29 Overtime score 

30 Boundaries 

31 Rope loop 
33 Epsom — 

36 Garden 

tools 

39 Meat choice 

40 Went up 

41 Indignant fury 

43 Andean pack 

animals 

44 The Grand — 
46 : — Haute 

47 Leem 

48 Russ, saint 


a Puzzle Ssfvwfc 


reran nnnran rarara 
mnnm nnonn ^nrin 
nnnin nnnnn nnran 
nenao 

Qnnmnn onnr.in 
cjronn mraQRHnR 
nragnn nmno onon 
nnnn Ronnn rir.iRM . 
Hornn rannn oRraniij 
naranpinra noun 1 
nnnnrerr. 
reran nornra , 
nnnnn nnnn • 
nano nnranm ration 
renm nnnnn nor 


«Mlcrpbe . - S3Gbr0p.pL 

5Q Aoetenttand . Ifcfc? 

5VFu2z SSSorrf - 
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j W^Hy Foragn Exchange Market Summary 

J v - <July 8 -July 12, 1991) 


DOLLAR dropped agpbtst the. mark and other European 
. ^arrreneies .early last week as the market focused its attention on the 
Bundesbank cenoal electing bdd later in the week. It rose sharply alter 
‘The Bundesbank {ailed to raise its discount rate Thursday, only to drop 
J ‘_ flfiarpiy at the end of the week as a result of concerted intervention from 
;f.J3 central banks. .... - - 

v --- -Monday witnessed a decline in dollar rales against most European 
Monetary System (EMS) currencies. particularly against the mark. The 
flutter was supported by a perceived easing of tensions in Yugoslavia and. 
.. more importantly, fear of a Bundesbank discount rate hike following its 

- -coanrii meeting Thursday . About of profit-taking and dollar selling thus 
: ensued. The dollar remained firm against the yen. however, due to a 
1 . sharp drop ur Tokyo share prices following an earlier .finandal scandal 
^-involving -ma}or securities bouses. 

-... The. dollar regained some ground againg EMS currencies Tuesday, 
after support at 18050 marks could not be breached. A recovery in the 
^. Nikkei shareindex halted the decline in the yen. Repatriation of capital 
by Japanese investors, to purchase subordinated debt issues which 
Japanese hanks bad to sell to raise new capital following the drop in the 
..' value of their outstanding shares, also helped support the Japanese 
currency. 

JV After rising earlier m Tokyo to reach 1 .8208 marks, the U.S . currency 
v declined during European and New York trading hours Wednesday. 

- Analysis attributed die drop to speculation which caused the dollar to 
■ 4 fall through support at I. SI 70 marks, which in turn triggered a wave of 
. stop-loss selling. 

Thursday witnessed a sharp rise in the dollar, particularly against the 
. mark, as the Bundesbank announced no changes in its discount rate, a 
move that further served to fuel the already bullish dollar sentiment in 
the market. The dollar thus ended at its highest levels for the week, 
dosing in New York at I.B349 marks. 138.66 yen and at SI. 605 5 to the 
sterling .pound: 

* The dollar continued to rise in Tokyo Friday. However, the market 
later witnessed several rounds of concerted intervention by 15 central 
banks, including the Federal Reserve, to cap the dollar's rise during New 
. York trading hours. This brought' the dollar sharply down to dose at its 
lowest levels of the week at 1.7895 marks. 136.40 yen and at S1.M93 to 
the sterling pound. Traders attributed the sharp decline to the persistent 
nature of the intervention, which occurred in several rounds, as well as 
the fact, of the Federal Reserve's participation. Observers maintained 
' that a deal seems to have been struck between the Bundesbank and the 
Federal Reserve, whereby rite former would refrain from raising interest 
rates further, while the latter would participate in halting further doluir 
rallies through intervention. An unexpected drop of 0.2 percent in June 
rccaB sales, and a 1.4 per cent fall in June producer prices in the U S. also 
hurt the dollar. 

. - As for next week, some observers maintained that the dollar's 
>i direction would be determined largely by news emanating from the 
Group of Seven (G-7) meetings in London, as well as by whether support 
at 1.7850 marks holds. 


Now York Closing BMa$ for Major Currencies Against the 
UJS. Dollar 
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Rafsanjani defends 
price rises, calls 
critics demagogues 


TEHRAN (R) — Presidenr 
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani. 
stung by growing criticism over 
soaring prices, has said the rises 
were an essential part of reforms 
which could save Iran's ailing 
economy. 

Calling his critics demagogues 
and hypocrites. Mr. Rafsanjani 
said their proposals for a return 
to state-dominated economic 
policies of the Iran-fraq war era 
would bring ruin. 

‘‘These people who wrife such 
things in the papers — are they 
not afraid of God? This is based 
neither on social justice, nor eco- 
nomic wisdom, nor sound states- 
manship,'' he told worshippers in 
Tehran University. 

Criticism of the government for 
raising prices of many goods and 
services was stepped up in the 
press last week after hundreds of 
people demonstrated in three 
central squares against rising bus 
fares last Saturday. 

The critics are led by two newly 
established hardline newspapers 
and radicals in parliament who 
will be fighting to maintain their 
majority in next year's elections. 

Among other rises, im- 
plemented this year to cut sub- 
sidies, diesel fuel for transport 


has been raised 150 per cent, 
cement 138 per cent and overseas 
air tickets by up to 300 per cent. 

Mr. Rafsanjani said according 
to the five-year plan to 1994 
approved by parliament, minis- 
tries providing most of the public 
services should not rely on the 
government budget. 

“We wanted io do it (raise 
prices) last year but saw it was 
dangerous and postponed it. We 
had to borrow 600 billion riyals 
($430 million at the open market 
rate) from the central bank. This 
year, despite the price rises, we 
still have to borrow 400 billion 
riyals.” he said. 

“It is demagogy and hypocrisy 
to tell people the government is 
raising prices. You don't know 
how much the government owes 
the central bank — you would be 
shocked if you did,'* he added. 

Mr. Rafsanjani said many of 
the critics just wanted to win 
votes for the elections and urged 
people not to follow them. 

“We are going over from the 
cenLralised economy of the war 
time to a balanced economy of 
peacetime. The problems are 
many,” he said, adding that re- 
forms were already paying off. 

When the government sold 


Gorbachev asks West 
for consumer goods 
to ease pain of reforms 


LONDON (R) — Soviet Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev has 
asked the West and Japan for an 
“infusion of consumer goods” to 
help his country make the painful 
transition bom communism to 
capitalism, a senior U.S. official 
said Saturday. 

The request is apparently 
aimed at winning popular support 
for tough Soviet economic re- 
forms by providing the country’s 
consumers with some of the be- 
nefits of capitalism early on. 

Mr. Gorbachev made his plea 
for Western and Japanese con- 
sumer goodsMri a 23-page letter 
outlining his economic reforms 
plans that was delivered to lead- 
ers of the world’s top industrial 
democracies before their econo- 
mic summit starting Monday. 

The Soviet Union has also 
asked for formal ties between the 
Soviet Union and the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) and 
raised the possibility of Western 
contributions to a fund to help 
stabilise the Soviet currency. 

The letter also outlines reduc- 
tions made by the Soviet Union in 
its military spending, U.S. offi- 
cials said. Japan and the U.S. are 
already looking at ways the West 


can help Moscow convert its arms 
factories to civilian uses. 

The senior U.S. official, who 
declined to be identified, de- 
scribed the letter as deftly and 
diplomatically worded but said it 
did not stand up to hard-nosed 
scrutiny. 

“What is meant by an ‘infusion 
of consumer goods anyway?" he 
asked. 

The question of aid for the 
Soviet Union is shaping up as the 
biggest issue that will face the 
leaders of the Group of Seven 
(G-7) — Britain, Canada, 
France, Germany, Italy, Japan 
and the United States — at their 
July 15-17 economic summit 
here. 

The leaders have agreed to 
meet Mr. Gorbachev on Wednes- 
day, but only after they have 
completed their forma) summit 
sessions. 

U.S. Treasury Secretary 
Nicholas Brady told a small group 
of reporters Friday that Mr. Gor- 
bachev wants the West to recog- 
nise the importance of the Soviet 
Union and the need to bring it 
rapidly into the international eco- 
nomic fold. 



Saudi-Kuwaiti cement 
firm posts higher profit 

MANAMA, Bahrain (R) — A joint Saudi-Kuwaiti cement firm said 
its 1990 net profit rose almost four-fold to 62.7 million riyals ($16.7 
million) from 16.5 million riyals (54.4 million) the previous year. 

The Dammam-based Saudi-Kuwaiti Cement Manufacturing Com- 
pany, owned by shareholders in Saudi Arabia and Kuwait, has a 
paid-in capital of 645 million riyals ($172 million). 

A company statement said the board of directors had proposed a 
25.8 million riyai ($6.9 million) dividend to shareholders for the first 
time since it was established in 1988. 

The company returned to the black in 1989 after heavy losses in 
previous years. Total accumulated losses stood -at 29.7 million riyals 
($7.9 million) at the end of 1989. 

It exported a total of 741 ,182 tonnes of cement in 1990, down from 
the previous year's total of 920,231 tonnes. 

But company executives said a sharp increase in local sales more 
than compensated for the decline, and accounted for the rise in 
profit. They did not give figures. 

Total production was two million tonnes in 1990, almost un- 
changed bom the previous year. Much of the cement stored in 1989 
was sold in 1990. the company statement said. 

Kuwait received 592.129 tonnes of cement in the first seven months 
of 1990. 
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BIS says banks cut 

loans to OPEC states 
in second half of 1 990 


Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani 

copper at 250 riyals (20 cents) a 
kilogramme, he said, much of it 
was smuggled out and sold as 
scrap at $3 a kilogramme. 

"Then we raised the price. 
Smuggling stopped. The copper 
mill is no longer losing money. 
But some people are making 
noises that the government has 
made pots and pans which go into 
dowries of village girls more ex- 
pensive.” he said. 

New regulations had led to the 
doubling of non-oil exports in the 
two months ending May 21. Mr. 
Rafsanjani said. 

"Now the price of some export 
items such as nuts go up as a 
result. But this is the way to save 
the country. If I want ot think of 
myself only. I should not do this. 
1 should say ‘let the furure gov- 
ernment do something about it.' 
But ! don't think this way. I think 
the revolution should succeed — 
even if 1 fail," Mr. Rafsanjani 
said. 


Tourism 
industry 
tries to lure 
visitors 
back to Gulf 

OTTAWA (R) — Tourists are 
still shying away from many Mid- 
dle Easrem nations despite the 
end of the Gulf war and travel 
operators plan an intensified 
effort to lure them back, a United 
Nations official has said. 

Antonio Enriquez Savignac. 
secretary-general of the U.N. 
World Tourism. Organisation, 
said agents, airlines and officials 
must promote the region and the 
fact its tourist sites were largely 
untouched by the 100-day war. 

“We have to answer, "how do 
you bring back the image of the 
country and the fact that its facili- 
ties are well?’” Mr. Savignac told 
reporters during an international 
conference on travel and tourism 
statistics. 

Regional meetings between 
tour operators and airlines axe 
being planned to find ways of 
improving tourism to the Gulf. 

No figures on foreign visits to 
the Middle East were available. 

The Gulf war revealed the in- 
dustry's inability to respond when 
confronted with a crisis, Mr. 
Savignac added. 

"The initial reaction was hel- 
plessness," he iold delegates to 
the conference. 

Tourism has plummeted in 
countries likeEgyptand Turkey as 
a result of the war against Iraq, 
he said. Efforts to entice visitors 
back are hampered by the indus- 
try’s lack of contingency plan to 
deal, with such “upsets.” 

Although tourism is the single 
largest industry in the world, 
valued at more than $2.5 trillion a 
year, the industry’s information 
base is dismal, tie said. 


BASLE. Switzerland (R) — 
Banks in leading industrialised 
countries substantially reduced 
lending to OPEC countries in the 
second half of 1990. the Bank for 
International Settlements (BIS) 
said in a half-yearly report. 

The bank also cut lending to 
East Europe, the report said. 

Concern about instability in the 
Gulf and the reduced credit needs 
of members of the Organisation 
of Petroleum Exporting Coun- 
tries (OPEC), which benefited 
from a steep rise in oil prices, 
reduced outstanding loans to 
OPEC members by S3.5 billion 
after a fall of S2.0 billion in the 
first half. 

The BIS. which acts as central 
bank to the world's central banks, 
said the decline occurred in 
longer-term lending. 

Overall, consolidation and cau- 
tion were the watchwords of lend- 
ing in the second half of the year 
as banks gene rally tended to lend 
more in the short-term and the 
share of claims — outstanding 
loans — in the “up to and includ- 
ing one year" category rose to an 
unprecedented level. 

In current dollar terms, con- 
solidated claims on non-BIS re- 
porting area countries rose 6.5 
per cent to S660 billion. The area 
includes the group of 1(1 industrial 
nations plus Austria. Denmark. 


Finland, Ireland, Luxembourg 
and Spain. 

But more than a third of this 
increase was accounted for by 
the inclusion of loans by bunks 
located in former East Germany. 

Eliminating effects of exchange 
rate movements and allowing for 
extended coverage inio eastern 
Germany, consolidated claims 
stabilised after dropping four per 
cent in the first-half 1990. 

Deposits received by the banks 
from countries outside the report- 
ing area surged by S53 billion in 
the second half. 

The BIS said new lending was 
confined to the more dynamic 
among the non-OPEC "less de- 
veloped" states such as South 
Korea. 

Banks continued to cut their 
exposure to East Europe. Claims 
fell 4.1 per cent or $3.3 billion 
after contracting nearly six per 
cent in the preceding six months. 

Claims on the Soviet Union fell 
£2.0 billion in the second half 
after a previous decline of 53.5 
billion, but the BIS said the de- 
cline would have been greater 
had it not been for an officially 
sponsored credit granted by some 
German banks. 

Elsewhere, the largest decline 
in claims was for Hungary with a 
fail of 5800 million. After five 
years of uninterrupted decline. 


daims on Poland stabilised in the 
second half. 

Owing to falling demand for 
credit in a period of recession, 
credits to non-BIS developed na- 
tions shrank by SI. 2 billion after 
rising 56. 1 billion in the first half. 

Among OPEC members, lend- 
ing to the United Arab Emirates 
and Saudi Arabia decreased most 
sharply. Outstanding credits 
plunged SI. 2 billion and $700 
million respectively while credit 
outstanding to Iraq contracted by 
SI. 2 billion. 

in the aggregate, banks' claims 
on Latin American countries 
dept up by S3.3 billion after 
dropping S22.S billion in the pre- 
vious six months. 

Claims on Mexico rose 52.8 
billion or six per cent while lend- 
ing to Brazil, which continued 
informal debt reduction opera- 
tions. fell SI. 2 billion after a 
previous fall of Sb.2 billion. 

Credits outstanding to India, 
faced with a deteriorating current 
account situation and a steep fall 
in official reserves, rose by nearly 
SI billion after a previous in- 
crease of S200 million. 

In contrast to other categories, 
no major country in Asia experi- 
enced a significant decline in its 
banking debt. 

Claims on African countries 
edged up by S7(K) million. 


OECD sees high interest rates 
slowing Italian economic recovery 


ROME (R) — The Italian eco- 
nomy, experiencing its worst year 
for growth since 1983, should 
regain some momentum in 1992 
although high local interest rates 
may restrain recovery, a Paris- 
based economic think tank has 
said. 

The Organisation for Econo- 
mic Cooperation and Develop- 
ment (OECD) said in its half- 
yearly report that stimulus should 
come from faster export growth 
as the stronger dollar made Ita- 
lian products more competitive 
abroad. .. . 

Internal demand was expected 
to rise under the influence of 
continuing high wage increases, 
particularly in the public sector, 
and this would also help boost 
economic growth to 2.7 per cent 
next year. 

The 24-nation organisation ex- 
pects the Italian economy to ex- 


pand around 1.7 per cent in 1991, 
its slowest rate for eight years. 
The forecast compares with the 
2.5 per cent the OECD predicted 
for 1991 last December. 

The finance ministry said re- 
cently that growth could slow this 
year to about 1.4 per cent, down 
from the official forecast of 2.1 
per cent. But many private eco- 
nomists see gross domestic pro- 
duct (GDP) expanding no more 
than one per cent in 1991. 

The level of next year's real 
interest rates — the difference 
between the nominal rate and 
inflation — was in doubt, the 
organisation said. Italy has 
needed to keep these rates high 
due to its huge public sector 
deficit. 

High interest rates could hold 
back investment in construction 
and act as a drag on economic 


growth, it warned. 

Inflation was expected to slow 
to an average 5.5 per cent in 
1992, a full point higher than the 
government's target, from 6.4 per 
cent in 1991. 

The OECD noted government 
plans to cut the deficit some six 
percent to 132 trillion lire ($98.29 
billion) in 1991. 

It said any retreat from the 
plans could undermine the confi- 
dence of financial markets and 
reduce the scope for lowering the 
interest rate differential between 
Italy and other leading European 
economies. 

This in rum would hamper the 
country's attempts to make its 
economy more competitive ahead 
of the European Community's 
planned lifting of all trade and 
financial barriers from the begin- 
ning of 1993. 


U.S. consumer borrowing dips again 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Amer- 
icans reined in their borrowing at 
a 1.0 per cent annual rate in May 
— the fifth pull back in six 
months — due to a 14.1 per cent 
plunge in automobile loans, the 
government has said. 

Analysts attributed the decline 
to consumer and lender caution 
which they said could mute the 
economy's recovery. 

The Federal Reserve said con- 
sumer credit fell by a seasonally 
adjusted 5626 million after in- 
creasing at a 1.9 per cent rate in 
April. The April gain, originally 
estimated at a 2.8 per cent rate, 
was the first since installment 
credit advanced last November at 
a 4.5 per cent rate. 

Consumer credit includes all 


consumer loans except mortgages 
and home-equity debt. It helps 
finance much of the overall con- 
sumer spending which represents 
two- thirds of the nation's econo- 
mic activity. 

Analysts look to the consumer 
sector to lead the economy out of 
the recession. 

But economist Sandra Shaber 
of the Futures Group, a Washing- 
ton management consultant firm, 
said the consumer credit report 
suggested two things: That "con- 
sumers are still cautious, taking a 
wait-and-see attitude as to 
whether the economy really is 


recovering, and that lending in- 
stitutions are not too willing to 
extend credit." 

"Putting both together — con- 
sumer caution and lender caution 
— suggests, a real constraint on 
this turnaround.'* she added, 
saying a sustained recovery will 
require both spending by con- 
sumers and lending by financial 
institutions. 

Installment debt shrank at a 0.6 
per cent rate in December, the 
first dip since it inched down 0.2 
per cent in February 1989. And as 
the recession wore on, consumers 
continued to rein in their debt. 


F1LIPIN A MAID WANTED 

Live-in maid to work for a family. Salary is good. 

Please call tel: 818343. 


\ 


Show: 630, &3Q 


Under the Patronage of 
Her Majesty’s Ambassador 

M pxtrich 

The British Council invites you to 
The inauguration of an 

EXHIBITION OF PAINTINGS 


ms CMcmy pjcxrzs 

(in the presence of the artist) 

at 

THE BRITISH COUNCIL 
Monday July 15 
6 p.m. 


FOR RENT 

MODERN FURNISHED APARTMENTS 

■ Three bedrooms. 

■ Two bedrooms 

■ Studio ol one bedroom. 

Independent C.H. and telephones. 

Location: Shmeisani, near Birds Garden 

Owner’s Tel. 667862 


AVAILABLE FOR RENT 
FURNISHED FLAT 

in Jabal Amman. 1st Circle, opposite Y.W.C.A Hostel. Close 
to several embassies. 2 bedrooms, sitting room, dining 
salon, veranda, kitchen & bathroom. The flat is situated in 2nd 
floor. 

Please call let 827775 Mr. Ahmed between 9:00 ajn.toG:00 p.m. 


^Different \ 
V Books 
^ Exhibition j 

☆ Sales rates from 25%-50% 

☆ Different subjects, and headlines 

' * English-Arabic-Science-Literature ... etc. 

All this and more in: Shmeisani-Professional 
l Association Centre j 


FOR RENT 

(D Furnished villa: 3 bedrooms, large 
guest and dining room, family room, nice 
garden with remote control garage for 2 
cars. 

Location: Marj El Haman, Alia Housing. 
( 2 ) Unfurnished apartment: 3 bedrooms, 3 
bathrooms, 2 guest rooms, dining room and 
-family room. Separate entrance, big garden 
with a garage for 2 cars. 

For information, call tel.: 661941 from 9 a.m. - 7 p.m. 





































































U.S. -Soviet arms talks enter 4th day 


Ukraine thwarts Gorbachev one 


‘Much accomplished’ at START talks year after declaring sovereignty 


WASHINGTON lAP) — U.S. 
and Soviet negotiators returned 
to the bargaining table Sunday 
for a fourth, unexpected day. 
pushing toward final agreement 
on a treaty to reduce long-range 
nuclear missiles. 

Secretary of State James Baker 
and Soviet Foreign Minister Ale- 
xander Bessmertnykh met For 
some nine hours of talks Satur- 
day. breaking up shortly before 
midnight. 

Both foreign ministers post- 
poned their departures from 
Washington — Mr. Baker had 
planned to leave for the seven- 
nation economic summit in Lon- 
don and Mr. Bessmertnykh wa*. 
going home. 

Mr. Baker also cancelled a 
planned appearance on a televi- 
sion interview programme, and 
both sides maintained a virtual 
news blackout on the talks which 
focused largely on technical 
issues designed to prevent cheat- 
ing. 

"While it was a long day and 
much was accomplished, not all 
the issues have been resolved at 


this time." the administration 
said a brief statement issued at 
the State Department Saturday 
night. 

“I’m encouraged, but I don't 
know if I'm optimistic." said 
Brent Scowcroft. President 
George Bushs national security 
adviser. "We made a proposal. 
The Soviets have not accepted 
our proposal, but come a long 
way to it." he told reporters 

The Soviet News Agency 
(TASS), in a dispatch from 
Washington Sunday, quoted a 
Soviet delegation member as 
saying that the modified U.S. 
positions offered Saturday "in- 
spire hope for headway." 

The Soviets were reportedly 
pressing the U.S. team for reasur- 
ances that American B-l bom- 
bers would not be loaded with 
cruise missiles. In return, they 
were apparently willing to com- 
promise somewhat on U.S. de- 
mands regarding numbers of mis- 
sile warheads. 

Mr. Baker and Mr. Bessmert- 
nykh. who began their talks 
Thursday. instructed their aides 


Mitterrand jeered at 


Bastille Day parade 


PARIS (R) — Groups of rightist 
demonstrators jeered and whis- 
tled at French President Francois 
Mitterrand when he drove down 
the Champs Elysees Avenue Sun- 
day at the start of the traditional 
Bastille Day parade. 

The demonstrators, members 
of small but highly active extreme 
right-wing groups, place them- 
selves each year along the presi- 
dent's route on the July 14 
national holiday in order to heck- 
le him. 

But the militants appeared 
more numerous than usual this 
year as they mingled with tens of 
thousands of Frenchmen and 
foreigners who turned out for the 
colourful parade. No arrests were 
immediately reported. 

Mr. Mitterrand reviewed 5.000 
soldiers and 600 vehicles taking 
part in the event. Some 200 air- 
craft roared overhead during the 
parade, which was mostly a tri- 
bute to returning troops* of "the 
Daguet Division which fought in 


the Gulf war. 

The division occupied the ex- 
treme western flank of the allied 
ground offensive into Iraq where 
it penetrated nearly unopposed 
on Feb. 24. losing only two dead 
and about two dozen wounded. 

Daguet made the deepest 
thrust into Iraq of any allied force 
on the war's first day — some 60 
kilometres — taking prisoner 
thousands of dispirited Iraqis. 

On Sunday, dressed in desert 
camouflage fatigues, the 
Marines. Foreign Legionnaires 
and Dragoons of the Daguet Di- 
vision were wildly cheered by the 
Paris crowds. 

But military commentators said 
that while the troops had per- 
formed well. French politicians 
should remember the war had 
also underlined the antiquated 
character of much of France's 
military equipment. 

“In the Gulf, our army 
appeared as if it was ready to 
fight wars of the past... as our 


U.S. police need training, 
rules to fight mean streets 


By the Associated Press 


THE STREETS are growing meaner on both sides of the law in the 
United States. 

Reports of police attacks on citizen have grown — and so have the 
number and severity of assaults on officers. 

But some police officers — and the people who study them — say 
police brutality in Los Angeles and other cities happens because 
officers lack the training, counseling and leadership needed to fight 
violence within their ranks. 

"There's no question that it's a lot tougher to be a police officer. 
It's a terrible, terrible job.” said Jim Fyfe. a justice professor at 
American University in Washington. D.C., “We've put them in a 
no-win war and people in a no-win war commit atrocities." 

The debate about police violence comes after years of increasing 
assaults on officers. The Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) 
received 71,794 reports of attacks on officers nationwide in 1990. up 
from 64.251 in 1986. 

In 1986. 22 per cent of the officers attacked were injured: last year. 
36 per cent were hurt. 

Prof. Fyfe. a New York City policeman for 16 years, said the 
incidents are often used by police administrators to reinforce a 
dangerous "them-against-us” attitude among officers. 

"Historically we have told them they are a thin blue line." he said. 
"In Los Angeles, there has been the philosophy that the police are 
this small noble army surrounded by a hostile tribe.” 

A special commission looking into the beating of a black motorist 
by Los Angeles police blamed incidents of excessive force by police 
on a "siege mentality thar alienates patrol officers from the 
community." 

The commission's report, issued last week, said superiors ignored 
warning signs, such as racial slurs in radio communications. Such 
incidents showed a "significant breakdown in the department's 
management responsibility." the commission said. 

Although some argued administrators cannot be responsible for 
the action of a few rogue cops, those who study police violence say 
consistent acts of excessive force result from the tone set by the 
department. 


"When other people around them close their eyes to what they are 
doing, it makes it easier for them to get away with this stuff,” said 
HansToch, a criminal justice professor at the State University of New 
York's Albany Campus. 

Prof Toch, who has studied police brutality, said violence springs 
up mce in departments that focus on arrest numbers. 

“Officers are held in high esteem for bringing in people, with or 
without broken bones." he said. "When you add the silence and 
support they get from their peers for using excessive force, you get a 
combined package that is Los Angeles or a city like it.” 

One remedy to problems like these is training. But even additional 
training is only a starting point. 

"The best-trained officers are going to lapse into these things if 
they are not supervised well," said John Eck, associate director of 
research for Police Executive Research Forum. “Someone has to be 
there to back up the training." 


Harvey Goldstein, a psychologist who has consulted with federal 
agencies and police departments in Maryland and New York, said 
good training can be blunted by cynirisn on the beat. 

“Once on the street they can start to develop their own set of 
rules," he said . “You might have an officer come up to a rookie 
gening a hard time from someone and say, "don’t let anyone talk to 
you like that.' If a supervisor allows that to occur, there can be 
trouble." 

These sort of street lessons caused trouble for Bade County. 
Florida, police. The department was the subject of a grand jury 
investigation in the early 1980s after officers beat a black motorcyclist 
to death. The case led to a riot in 1980. 

But today the department is considered a leader in training and 
managing its officers' attitudes. 

Courses are taught on self-esteem, interpersonal skills and 
cross-cultural relations. Recruits spend more than 100 hours learning 
how to deal with Miami's diverse ethnic groups. Los Angeles police 
recruits are allotted eight hours for the same training. 


to refrain from briefing the media 
about the negotiations but prom- 
ised to meet with reporters Sun- 
day. 

The remaining hurdles to a 
treaty slashing as much as 30 per 
cent of both sides* missiles, sub- 
marines and bombers are highly 
technical but considered impor- 
tant to guard against cheating. 

A breakthrough in the Baker- 
Bessmertnykh talks could pave 
the way for a long-anticipated 
Moscow summit this summer be- 
tween Mr. Bush and President 
Mikhail Gorbachev. 

But Mr. Bush, as he has in the 
past, sought to play down ex- 
pectations that the Strategic 
Arms Reduction Treaty 
(START), in negotiarions for 
almost 10 years, would be com- 
pleted this weekend. 

"There has been movement on 
all of the issues." said Mr. Scow- 
croft. including the most nettle- 
some problem plaguing nego- 
tiators — known as “download- 
ing." That means how* many 
spare spaces for warheads each 
side can keep on its missiles while 



Francois Mitterrand 


tanks and aircraft were older than 
those serving in them." wrote 
retired Colonei iean-Louis 
Dufour. one of France’s prime 
military affairs commentators. 

Shortly before the parade. Mr. 
Mitterrand comforted a former 
major of the now-defunct South 
Vietnamese Army, who arrived 
in France as a political refugee 
and whose son was killed in 
French ranks in the Gulf. 


C. American 
leaders seek 


progress 
for region 


SAN SALVADOR (R) — The 
five presidents of Central Amer- 
ica. a region of some 2o million 
people ravaged by war and pover- 
ty. meet in El Salvador from 
Monday for a three-day summit 
aimed at building a common eco- 
nomic future. 

El Salvador's president. Alfre- 
do Cristiani. said the meeting 
would concentrate on taking 
steps to integrate the economies 
of Nicaragua. Guatemala. Costa 
Rica. Honduras and El Salvador 
and reviving a previously aborted 
regional political body, the Orga- 
nisation of Centra! American 
States (ODECA). 


“It is a summit in which we will 
try to give impetus to accords 
already taken." Mr. Cristiani told 
a news conference. “As a new 
theme, we have the ODECA. We 
believe a permanent organisation 
is necessary to follow up on 
agreements we reach." 

The governments of Central 
America, all of a rightist or centre 
rightist complexion, will seek 
greater integration through 
agreements on free trade, reduc- 
tion of import tariffs and relaxa- 
tion of border controls. 

The groundwork for such 
accords was laid in a regional 
economic plan drafted a year ago 
at a previous summit in Antigua. 
Guatemala. 


International humanitarian 


organisations estimate some two- 
thirds of Central Americans live 
in extreme or relative poverty. 

ODECA. founded in 1951 dur- 
ing a previous wave of efforts to 
unite the historically fractious re- 
gion. fell into inactivity in 1969 
after a 100-hour conflict known as 
the "soccer war" between El 
Salvador and Honduras. 

Mr. Cristiani said the five na- 
tions. to be joined by Panama as 
an observer, would review efforts 
at ending his country's bloody 
civil war and a 30-year leftist 
insurgency in neighbouring 
Guatemala. 

“We have always thought that 
while in one country there is war. 
there will be no peace in the 
whole region," Mr. Cristiani said. 

Well over 100.UOO people have 
died in the last decade in civil 
conflicts in El Salvador, Nicar- 
agua. Guatemala and Honduras. 
The wars mutilated thousands 
more, crippled national econo- 
mies and displaced millions of 
people. ( 


still remaining within the war- 
head limitations set by the treaty. 

The Bush administration is 
opposed to “downloading” be- 
cause it feats that in a crisis the 
Soviets might simply load the 
missiles with their full comple- 
ment of warheads and apply the 
remaining quota of warheads to 
other missiles. 

If the experts fail to settle the 
remaining disagreements. Mr. 
Bush and Mr. Gorbachev them- 
selves may tackle the issues at an 
informal meeting they're holding 
next week in London on the 
sidelines of the annual conference 
of leaders from the world's seven 
richest democracies. 

Mr. Gorbachev, although not a 
member of that exclusive club, 
has been invited to present his 
plans for revamping the be- 
leaguered Soviet economy. 

The START agreement would 
for the first rime cap and reduce - 
by an average of 30 per cent — 
the number of Soviet and Amer- 
ican missiles, bombers and sub- 
marines capable of reaching each 
others’ shores. 


7 dead in 
S. Africa 
weekend 


violence 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
Seven people died and at least 
eight were injured in weekend 
political violence in South Afri- 
can black townships, police said 
Sunday. 

Routine police reports listed 
four people shot dead in the 
Johannesburg townships of Tem- 
bisa and Alexandria Friday and a 
fifth man was found burned to 
death there Saturday. 

Two people were burned and 
stabbed to death and five others 
were wounded in a hand grenade 
attack in the eastern province of 
Natal. 

The independent Institute of 
Race Relations lists 10,000 peo- 
ple killed in six years of political 
violence in South Africa, about 

5,000 of them in clashes between 
the African National Congress 
(ANC) and the Natal-based In- 
katha Freedom Party. 

ANC leader Nelson Mandela 
has accused President F.W. de 
Klerk's white minority govern- 
ment of fanning the conflict be- 
tween his radical movement and 
Zulu chief Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi's more conservative In- 
katha. 

frikatha accuses the ANC of 
keeping the township war alive. 

TTie ANC decided at a con- 
ference in Durban earlier this 
month to set up township self- 
defence units led by veterans of 
its guerrilla army. Umkhonto We 
Sizwe (Spear of the Nation). 

ANC military chief Chris Hani 
said, however, that (he ANC 
guerrillas would not be issued with 
guns from arms caches the move- 
ment claims still to have hidden in 
South Africa. 


Meanwhile an explosion 
wrecked a disused white school in 
Pretoria Sunday that had beeh 
earmarked for black South Afri- 
can orphans from an African 
National Congress (ANC) re- 
fugee camp in Tanzania. 

A police spokeswoman said the 
blast occurred between midnight 
(2200 GMT) and 2 a.m. and 
caused extensive damage. 

She said no one had claimed 
responsibility for the explosion 
and investigators on the scene 
had still to determine what 
caused it. 


KIEV, Soviet Union (R) — As 
President Mikhail Gorbachev 
prepares to meet Western leaders 
in London, one man in the 
Ukraine is blocking his new trea- 
ty for the Soviet Union. 

The son of peasants and a 
Communist Party careerist. 
Leonid Makarovich Kravchuk is 
an unlikely obstacle. 

But as chairman of the Ukrai- 
nian parliament he is almost 
single-handedly holding off final 
approval of the proposed new 
treaty binding nine of the repub- 
lics in a "renewed union". 

Already the Ukraine has de- 
clared jurisdiction over Soviet en- 
terprises on its territory and set 
out its right to form an army and 
mint its own currency. Negotia- 
tions are under way to attract 
direct Western investment. 

And on Tuesday the republic 
of 51 million celebrates its first 
Independence Day to mark last 
year’s declaration of sovereignty, 
a far-reaching document that has 
provided Mr. Kravchuk, 57, with 
political cover for his new asser- 
tiveness. 

Last month, instead of rushing 
the draft treaty through and 
forming a delegation empowered 
to sign the final document, Mr. 
Kravchuk used his influence to 
delay action until September. 

The decision dashed Mr. Gor- 
bachev’s hopes of tucking a 
signed agreement into his brief- 
case on his way to London on 
July 16, where he will appeal to 
the leaders of the group of seven 
industrial powers for political and 
material support. 

"This document is so impor- 
tant. the matter is so serious — 
we are speaking about the crea- 


tion of a union, about the 
Ukraine and other republics en- 
tering a new kind of union." Mr. 
Kravchuk told Reuters in an in- 


terview. 

■ "Can a delegation of 15 people 
— or five or 10 as some have 
formed — decide for all of the 
republic?" 

What power will the Ukraine 
allow the Kremlin to bold. 

“That which he delegate," 
storms Mr. Kravchuk, who says 
he can hand over only those 
powers he was first sealed as a 
matter of right. 

Where Moscow wants to im- 
pose a direct federal tax, Mr. 
Kravchuk has offered a single 
lump sum. Where the Kremlin 
demands 40 per cent of republi- 
can industries' bard currency 
earnings, the Ukraine says they 
must stay within its borders. 

The republic, the union's 
second richest, has totted up what 
it thinks the union's services — 
strategic defence, space explora- 
tion, ecological protection — are 
worth each year. 

“We believe that the Ukraine 
should pay 20 billion roubles for 
maintenance." Mr. Kravchuk 
said “that is our fixed contribu- 
tion. It is our affair where we get 
it. how we get it." 

Parliamentary deputies say the 
republic’s total payments to cen- 
tral government amount to about 
100 billion roubles per year. 

But if Mr. Kravchuk’s tax re- 
volt has alarmed the Kremlin and 
local Communists, it has also 
gone a long way towards neutra- 
lising the separatist movement. 

Mr. Kravchuk, reviled by many 
not long ago for suspected pro- 
Moscow leanings, has emerged as 


Rains ease in China but 


flood alert is not over 


HUANGN1TOU. China IR) — 
China's mighty Yangtze River is 
boiling with floodwaters after 
rains causing the worst devasta- 
tion this century and local offi- 
cials said better weather Sunday 
did not mean the emergency was 
over. 

Around the city of Wuxi in 
Jiangsu province, the sun blazed 
down on scenes of destruction. 
Peasants punted boats and 
wooden washtubs around their 
fields and huddled on rooftops 
crowded with furniture, motorcy- 
cles and livestock. 

Millions of peasants in eastern 
China filled sandbags to shore up 
the banks of the Yangtze and 
protect outlying areas of Nanjing 
and Shanghai, where the river 
empties into the sea. 

While officials in the two cities 
said Sunday there was no im- 
mediate threat to urban areas 
from the Yangtze’s swollen tribu- 
taries. there was concern about 
rising sea tides in Shanghai. The 
floods have already devastated 
the countryside of Jiangsu and 
Anhui provinces. 

The death toll since mid-May. 
when rains began lashing vast 
areas of China, particularly 
Anhui province and Jiangsu on 
the coast to the east, is more than 
1.300 and still rising. 

Local officials in and around 
Wuxi cautioned Sunday it was loo 
early to declare the immediate 
emergency over. 

Waters of Lake Tai. the largest 
in eastern China, were still sluic- 
ing over embankments into 
Wuxi, a city of four million, 
covering causeways and roads 
with green slims. 

Nevertheless, officials said, 
some of the 3UU.U00 people 
forced to flee their homes in the 


area were returning. 

“If we have no rain like today 


for ID to 20 days, water levels will 
go back to normai." Wuxi City 
official Luo Lingen said in an 
interview. 

Official repons of conditions in * 
other areas of eastern China were 
sketchy but it was clear that tens 
of millions of peasants had suf- 
fered losses to their homes and 
farmland that will take years to 
repair. 

China has launched an interna- 
tional appeal for $200 million in 
humanitarian aid. 

Water-borne diseases such as 
dysentery and cholera are sweep- 
ing some flooded areas. 

“The water is up to my waist in 
my house. Of course it's a disas- 
ter." said one woman in Sandao. 
a township of 16.000 people 
where more than 300 houses have 
been destroyed. 

“Wc couldn't save our paddy 
fields. All wc could do was build 
small dams around the town and 
save our people," said Deputy 
Mayor Huan Zhirong. 

In Taipei. Taiwan. Premier 
Hau Pei-Tsun, a hardline ami- 
Communist, has urged people in 
Taiwan to contribute to relief 
efforts for flood victims in China, 
the official Central Daily News 
reported Sunday. 

"Wc should realise that if they 
drown, we too drown." the pre- 
mier said, quoting a Chinese 
proverb. 

Political tension has eased in 
recent years between Taipei and 
Peking, bitter rivals since 1949 
when the Communists won a civil 
war on the Chinese mainland and 
drove the Nationalists into exile 
in Taiwan. 

On Friday, the Taiwan govern- 
ment announced that was donat- 
ing $1 million and Ifl.OOG tonnes 
of rice worth about $13.5 million 
to China's- flood victims through 
the Red Cross. 


1 killed, 20 
wounded as 
film with 


peace 


message 
opens in U.S. 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Boyz N 
The Hood, a film intended to 
carry a peace message to young 
gang members, opened to gunfire 
across the United States with one 
youth kitted and 20 wounded in 
shootings, police said. 

Disturbances marred the open- 
ing of the film, a portrayal of 
iiuier-dty life by a black first-time 
director, in at least 12 cities. 

Police in Riverdale, a Chicago 
suburb, said Michael Booth, 23, 
was shot at a drive-in where the 
film was being shown and pro- 
nounced dead in hospital- No 
immediate arrests were made. 

Boyz N The Hood, which fea- 
tures the rap singer Ice Cube, 
opened at 800 cinemas Friday. U 
tells of the frustrations of black 
teenagers growing op amid 
poverty and drugs in a gang- 
dominated area of Los Angeles. 

One of a wave of new films by 
young black film-makers, it is the 
first by black writer and director 
John Singleton. 23. who has said 
he made it to try* to stem gang 
violence. 

At a news conference in Los 
Angeles. Singleton, wearing a 
cap with the words Boyz N The 
Hood, Keep The Peace, said, 
“my heart goes out to the families 
'of die people that were hurt last 
night." He said he was dis- 
appointed at the violence “be- 
cause that’s not what my movie is 
about.” adding: “I’m not responsi- 
ble because l didn't create the 
conditions which make people 
shoot each other." 


Troops in Europe redeploying to U.S. bases in 10 states 


WASHINGTON (APj — The 
U.S. Armys plan to bring 
thousands of soldiers home from 
Europe provides new clues to the 
future shape of the nation's 
largest service. 

The army announced Friday 
that about 12,000 soldiers in Ger- 
many will be reassigned to U.S. 
posts between now and 1995 as 
part of a broader withdrawal of 
American forces from Western 
Europe. 

Besides providing some of the 
first details on which units will be 
pulled out of Europe, the 
announcement also gave shape to 
what previously had been .ab- 
stract descriptions by army lead- 
ers of what the U.S.-based force 
will look like in the future. 

Bases in Texas, Oklahoma. 
Georgia, Louisiana and Washing- 
ton state will take the bulk of the 
L2.00G soldiers leaving Germany 
to become part of what the army 
calls its Contingency Force — 
units tailored to rapid deploy- 
ment to anywhere in the world. 

As a result of bringing those 

12.000 GIS stateside, the Con- 
tingency Force will be larger, 
more heavily weighted to 
armoured forces and less depen- 
dent on reservists. 

The changes are designed to fit 


the Bush administration's new 
defence strategy, which puts less 
emphasis on keeping forces de- 
ployed abroad and more on being 
able to send versatile forces 
quickly to hot spots around the 
globe. The new strategy is based 
on a reduced fear of a Soviet 
attack on Western Europe. 


armoured strength. The other 
heavy division in the corps is the 
24th Infantry Division (mecha- 
nised). Both divisions have about 

15,000 soldiers. 


but, like the 48th of Georgia, it 
won’t be deployed without extra 
training. 


The changes to the Contingen- 
cy Force also reflect lessons 
learned from the Gulf war. 

One of the main problems in 
deploying the lead army units to 
the Gulf was that the National 
Guard combat brigades designed 
to go with active-duty divisions 
weren’t sufficiently (rained. 

Those Guard units no longer 
will be assigned the quick- 
deployment role. Once called up 
to active duty, they will be given 
up to three months' training be- 
fore going to the front lines. 

The main change in the 
makeup of the U.S. Contingency 
Force, officially organised as the 
XVIII Airborne Corps, is that the 
armoured element will be dou- 
bled. 


Another key change involves 
the 24th Infantry Division, based 
at Fort Stewart, Georgia. 

The 24th will retain its two 
active-duty brigades and add a 
third, the 197th Infantiy Brigade, 
currently based at Fort Benning, 
Georgia, which went with the 
24th to the Gulf in place of the 
National Guard Brigade that had 
been designated to go. 

The 48th Infantiy Brigade of 
the Georgia National Guard, 
which never made it to the war 
because of Defence Department 
concerns about its training, will 


no longer augment the 24th. In- 
stead it will act as a sup- 


stead it will act as a sup- 
plementary brigade not expected 
to be ready for deployment until 
it had 60 to 90 days of extra 
tainiftg. 


The rest of the XVTII Airborne 
Corps will remain as it is now: 
The 7th Infantry Division (light) 
of Fort-Ord, California; the 101st 
Airborne Division (air assault) of 
Fort Campbell; and 82nd Air- 
borne Division of Fort Bragg, 
and the XVm Airborne Corps 
headquarters, also based at Fort 
Bragg. 

The 7th Infantry Division is 
scheduled to move from Fort Ord 
to Fort Lewis, Washington, 
which also is going to take about 
2,300 of the 12,000 soldiers re- 
turning from Europe. 

The army announcement also 
indicated that by 1995 the num- 
ber of corps in Europe will be 
reduced from two to one, with 
perhaps fewer than 100,000 sol- 
diers. 


The 1st Cavalry Division . 
which played a key role in the 
allied ground war against Iraq, 
will be added to the XVIII Air- 
borne Corps to beef up its 


Likewise, the 155th Armoured 
Brigade of the Mississippi 
National Guard, which also did 
not make it to the Gulf war to 
augment die 1st Cavalry Divi- 
sion, will no* longer be expected 
to deploy quickly. It will remain 
associated with the 1st Cavalry 


The army has not said whether 
the V Corps, based at Frankfurt, 
Germany, or the VII Corps, at 
Stuttgart, will be the surviving 
unit, but it appeared likely that 
the V Corps would get the nod. 
The vn Corps was the heart of 
the allied assault on Iraq’s Re- 
publican Guard forces at the cli- 
max of the Gulf war. 
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the likely frontrunner in the re- 
public’s first popular presidential 
poll, on Dec. 1. 

Many in the powerful Rukh 
popular movement appear ready 
to set aside their past differences 
and back Mr. Kravchuk, isolating 
the radicals based largely in the 
western Ukraine. 

‘‘My understanding of 
sovereignty took place, if we go 
by the calendar, in 1989, when 
the (Communist) Party began to 
fall apart ... to lose its weight and 
authority. I understood the party 
had to be saved. But how?" Mr. 
Kravchuk said. 

"It occurred to me it could be 
preserved only by becoming 
sovereign ... but ... if there is a 
sovereign party, there must be a 
sovereign state. These are 
mutually connected matters.” 

The Ukrainian Communist 
Party, of which Mr. Kravchuk is 
still a leading member, balked at 
supporting his sovereignty plan. 

But on July 16, 1990. the dec- 
laration became law. Mr. Krav- 
chuk was on his way, cautiously 
balancing the separatist west with 
the caution of the Russian- 
speaking east. 

U is this contrast with the 
confrontational politics of the six 
breakaway tepubiics that marks 
Mr. Kravchuk the politician. 

“For me the most important 
thing is that aJ! proceeds peace- 
fully, that there be no war. No 
one in the future can say the 
declaration led to bloodshed.” he 
said. 

"The people must understand 
that we will be free ... The 
(sovereignty) declaration must be 
the goal which we head for step 
by step, in sequence, and attain.” 


2 charged over 
murder of surgeon 


SYDNEY (R) — Two men were , 
charged in connection with the ■ 
murder of leading heart surgeon ; 
Victor Chang who was gunned ' 
down in an exclusive Sydney sub-. I 
urb 10 days ago. a police spokes- j 
man said. Chiew Seng Liew, 48. ' 
was charged with Chang’s murder 
in the early hours of Sunday after 
being arrested at Melbourne Air- 
port Saturday afternoon as he 
was about to catch a flight. A few 
hours later Jimmy Tan „39, of the 
outer Melbourne suburb of Sun- 
bury, was charged with one count 
of being an accessory after the 
fact to murder, the spokesman 
told Reuters. Shanghai-born 
Chang. 54. who. performed Au- 
stralia's first heart transplant op- 
eration. was shot in the head and 
body on July 4 during an’ argu- 
ment with two. men of Asian 
appearance. The surgeon was 
found slumped in the gutter, lying 
beside his black Mercedes Benz 
sports car. Mr. Tan and Mr. 
Liew, who lives in the Melbourne - 
suburb of South Yarra. were re- 
manded in custody to appear at 
the Melbourne Magistrates Court 
Monday. No pleas were taken. 
The arrests follow a week-long, 
investigation in Melbourne by. 
homicide detectives from a New 
South Wales police task force set 
up to probe Dr. Chang's death. 


Irate resident 
kills fish instead 
of frogs 


MARSEILLE (R) — An irate ’ 
man in a French village has tried 
to wipe out hordes of frogs which 
have kept residents awake by s - 
nocturnal croaking. But he only 
succeeded in' kitting local fish. 
Police said the man, who they did 
not name, poured chemicals into 
the Vauduse River near the vil- 
lage of Beddarides. where jhe 
Bacracfiians — or laughing frogs 
— have reproduced by the ,* 
thousand since being released 
into the area several weeks ago. 
Police, seeking the perpetrator to 
charge him with damaging the 
environment, said the frogs sur- 
vived but 70 per cent of local fish 
died. 


Bush urged 
to repent 'evil 9 
policies 


PHOENIX (R) — Liberal clergy 
at the Episcopal Church conven- 
tion have said they would seek to 
have the denomination formally 
rebuke President George Bush, 
its most prominent member, for 
pursuing “evil" economic and 
military policies. "We have an 
Episcopalian at the helm of this 
nation doing all these things in 
this nation people don't want ** 
done,” said Father Michael Ken- 
dall. archdeacon in charge of 
Episcopal parishes in New York. 
Liberal clergy and lay deputies at 
the convention of the Episcopal 
Church, the 2.4 million-member 
U.S. branch of the World Angli- 
can Communion, have presented 
a motion that would denounce 
“certain econmomic and military 
policies of the Bush administra- 
tion (as) incompatible with the 
Gospel of our lord and saviour 
Jesus Christ." Kendall said U.S. 
involvement in the Gulf war was 
"brought to us by Episcopa- 
lians.” adding that Secretary of 
State - James Baker, Defence 
Secretary Dick Cheney and 
Generals Colin- Powell- and Nor- 
man Schwarzkopf are members # 
of the church as well as Mr .- Bush. 
Kendall predicted a vote by 
diocesan deputies would come 
next week at rhe convention and 
said some urban bishops had also 
agreed to support if. The resolu- 
tion charges that Mr. Bush's 
'administration encourages "racist 
attitudes," backs Third World 
covert operations sometimes in 
alliance with drug traffickers and 
"rob(s) the poor and the middle 
class" with “inordinate" military 
spending. 


Bear makes off 
with surprised pul 
patron’s beer 


MOSCOW (AP) — An es 
circus bear - bit .the hand 
surprised pub patron and 
off with bis beer in the Ukn 
city of Kharkov, the Soviet 
Agency (TASS) reported. \ 
Kozlov received a rough si; 
die back just as he was ab< 
enjoy his beer. He turned ai 
a huge brown' bear \ 
thirst as large as -his Own, " 
said. When Koylov dedin: 
sfare his glass, the bear bi* 
on the band and capture- 
beer and a . bag of . food 
agency said. Three other p 
offered 4he bear -a&ige-j 
beer while, ^caller 

poncearnfanambtriaBce.’ 
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